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The Order and Effeets of the lofigence of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Every attentive reader of the sa- 

ered volume, must be convinced that 

God has instituted the most etlectual 





means for perpetuating the faith aad 
piety of believers, in the line of their! 
descendants. Much diversity 





DEPARTMENT. 
duties which both parents and spon 
sors, individually, and the church 
collectively, owe to baptised child- 
ren. ‘The same doctrine gives rise 
to some of the most important fea- 
tures of her discipline, and liturgy. 
In this general view of the subject, 
as far as our observation reaches, alt 
episcopalians are agreed. As it is 


of;) not to our present purpose to offend 


opinion exists as to the extent of the |} against the peculiar views of any con- 


religious advantages possessed by the 
children of faithful parents, and the 
means of rendering them most effect- 
ual to their salvation. But, all chris- 
tians are agreed, that the offspring 
of the pious are distinguished by pri- 
vileges which the children of unbe- 
lieving parents do not enjoy. Such 
as deny to the seed of the godly, any 





covenunt claim to the blessings ot the 
gospel, still allow them to possess 
eminent advantages for obtaining the 
grace of life, through the prayers, 
example, and instructions, of their 
parents. But our church has lett 
little, on this truly important subject, 
to the conjectures and opinions of 
her members. She explicitly insisis 
upon the blessed relation which the 
sacred scriptures establish between 
the children of the church, and Christ 
himself, the Fountain-head of grace 
and salvation. She, moreover, 
grounds on this most comfortable 





doctrine, many of the very weighty 
Vo}. If...No. VIVE. 
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scientious members of our commu- 
nion, we will only say, what, doubt- 
less, all such will accede to, that the 
relation of children to the Redeemer, 
of which their baptism is a formad 
recognition, implies a covenant-title 
to the blessings of salvation. Thus, 
the faith of the parents and sponsors, 
is to be exerted in relation to the 
precious little ones committed to 
their charge, by devoting them to 
the God of Abrabam, in baptism. With 
this pious duty, there are many ani- 
mating promises connected, in the 
sacred scriptures. But baptism is 
only the first in the train of those 
means which are enjoined as con- 
ducive to their salvation. Fervent 
intercessions, a godly and consistent 
example, the formation of religious 
habits, and, above all, the faithful and 
unwearied instruction of children 
are to be superadded ; or the hor 
of their sanctification, and final sal 


tion, would be unauthorized 5 
29 
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sumption. For all this 1s most cer- 
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united; and, in this way, we may 


. ° . | . > nae aie 3 L * 
tainly comprehended in christian par-| sately add, the professors of the gos 
ents’ bringing up their children inj/ pel will be continued in succession, 


the nurture and admonition of the 


lio the end of the world. Most evi- 


. . tage a need 
Lord, ‘ in commanding their house-| dently, the early induction of child 


holds after them ;° in * teaching them) 


diligently the law of the Lord; and 
aflording them ‘ line upon line, pre- 
cept upon precept, here a little, and 
there a little!’ And all these duties 
are explicitly enjoined on parents, In 
relation to their children. To ex- 
pect their salvation, therefore, while 
in the neglect of these means, or of 
those duties which are consequent on 
their baptism, would certainly be to 
presume on the accomplishment of 
an end, which all our conduct tends 
to defeat ; and to look for the richest 
blessing of our heavenly Father, on 
a course of flagrant disobedience to! 
his commands. On the other hand,, 
to distrust the eflicacy of that holy, 
education, in the bosom of his church, | 
which God has, hunself, prescribed; 
for the offspring of believers, and 
virtually pledged himself to succeed | 
and prosper, to their regeneration, | 
conversion, and salvation, would be | 
highly preposterous, and ungrateful. | 
Said the Lord, of Abraham, ‘1 know! 
him, that he will command his child- 
ren, and his household after him ;’ 
and connects the obedience of the 
pious patriarch, with the promise, 
‘that they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice, and judgment, 
that the Lord may bring upon Abra- 
ham that which he hath spoken of 
him.’ Gen. xvii. 19. ‘To the tideli- 
ty of the church in trainmg her child- 
ren, and youth for God, are we au- 
thorized, to look for its principal 
increase. In this way, was the Jew- 
ish church perpetuated ; in this way, 
have the blessings of the gospel been 
transmitted from generation to gener- 
ation, in every country where the 
true church has been firmly planted ; 
in this way, has our own church, and 
every other, whether ancient or 
modern, trained more immortal souls 








ren into the visible kingdom of heay- 
‘en, and their faithtal education in the 
‘doctrines and duties of the gospel, is 
the method especially ordained of 
iGod, for replenishing his church 
with living members ; in comparison 
iwith which, all other means are as 
‘the transient rills of a summer show- 
er, to the deep and constant flow of 
a mighty river. 

Were these duties, on the part of 
| parents and the church, faithfully dis- 
icharged towards their children, we 
jare authorized to expect that effect- 
j wal co-operation of the Divine Spirit, 

which would revenerate, renew, and 
save them. Whether the great 
ichange, without which * none can see 
ithe kingdom of God,’ would uniform- 
ly be effected by a sovereign opera- 


ee 


| tion of divine power, in their bap- 


lism, or be the result of the word of 
God, watered and invigorated by the 
prayers of the church, and the vari- 
ous means of grace, is not our busi- 
ness at present to inquire. This we 
know, God will faithfully fulfil his 
promises. The children of the 
church thus trained for him, would, 
at a suitable age, in the possession of 
a living faith, assume their baptismal 
vows, and accede to all the requisites 
of a worthy profession of the gospel. 

This, though the orderly and usual 
method of securing to the Redeemer 
a numerous seed to serve him, and 
applying the grace of the gospel, te 
ithe souls of men, is, by no means, the 
‘only course which his Providence 
| pursues for the accomplishment of 
this gracious purpose. He may, and 
sometimes does, deviate trom it, in 
, commiseration of the actual condition 
-of our miserable world. At the pe- 
} riod of the institution of the christian 
church, even the Jews had forsaken 
the faith of their fathers, and neglect- 
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for heaven, than, by all other means 


\ed the divine order, in regard to the 
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education of their offspring; and) live, and are dead,’ without faith or 
were unfit, parents and children to- |} mety, bring their children to the out- 


gether, to participate in the blessings |) ward mite of baptism, and atterwards, 


of the new dispensation. There was 
a necessity, therefore, that, as the 
gospel should be first preached to 
the Jews, Jewish adults, especrily 
should be addressed, in order that it 
might, through them, be imparted, in 
the appointed order, to their child- 
ren. [n divine compassion to the 


t 


j 


' 


fetther wholly neglect their christian 


' education, or manage it in the most 


jsuperticml, irregular, and defective 
jway! God has no where promised 
' 7 ‘ 

i his blessing to such heviigence, and 


i hy pocrisy. 
io 


Children treated after 
this manner, it is a feet too notorious 
to be questioned, almost universally 


whole gentile world, which then lay}| grow up without exhibitieg any signs 
in heathen darkness, and infidelity,}jof grace. Their ignorance of God, 


the ministers of Christ were directed 
to preach the gospel to such among | 
them us were able to understand It 
Here, again, the necessities of men 
gave occasion tor God to glovify the 
riches of his mercy, in the conver- 
sion of many thousands, in adult age. 
The same deviation trom the regular, | 
hereditary transmission of the faith) 
of Christ, from parents to their child- 
ren, has taken place, of necessity, in 
the case of every Jew and heathen 
convert, that has been added to the 
christian church, frem the apostles, 
to the present diy. They cannot be 
initiated in childhood, because their 

arents and guardians are pagans, and 





infidels, ‘They must then be con- 
verted after they have attained to, 
manhood, or die in their sins. ‘The 
same is the predicament of the child- 
ren, and domestics, of all the infidel 
and ungodly families amongst our- 
selves. They have none, in their) 
infancy, to offer them wp to God, in| 
baptism ; none, to imbue their open-| 
ing minds with the doctrines of salva- 
tion, to impress them with a godly) 
example, or engage them inthe prac- 
tice of religious duties. How few of 
them, accordingly, show any proofs 
of early piety! Generally, they are 
sure to grow up, in impeniiency, re- 
ligious ignorance, and sin. Hany of 
them are saved, their minds must be | 
arrested by the word and Spirit ef} 
God, after having attained to a state | 
of maturity. And how many parents, | 
who are called christitan—how many | 
congregations, who * have a name te! 


| 





their distaste to religion, their con- 
| formity to the world, and devotion to 
tn vanities, if not their protiiacy, 
and their vices, testify against ben, 
that they are ‘in the yall of bitter- 
ness, and in the bond of iniquity.’ 
Rut, blessed be God, he has visited, 
aod continues to visit some, of all 
these classes, with bis renewing and 
sanctifying grace. He is unspeak- 
ably more merciful to them, than 
their parents afterthe flesh. These 
had abandoned them to a state of 
alienation from God, and his church, 
even from their intancy. But the 
gospel has reached many of them in 
their adult age ; and their hearts haye 
been opened by the Holy Spirit, to 
receive it. ‘They have been* brought 
out o: nature’s darkness, into God's 
marvellous light.’ * Old things have 
passed away, behold all things have 
become anew.’ And what ts to be 
expected as some of the circum- 
stances attending so great a change, 
W rought by the divine Spirit, in their 
hearts, their characters, and their 
pursuits, at this advanced stage of 
their lives ? 

But, before proceeding to answer 
this inquiry, we beg leave to advert 
to the existing state of religious opin- 
ion, onthe very important subjects 
involved in the foregoing remarks, 
They may then be pursued with a 
better prospect of reaching, and, per- 
haps, correcting, in some measure, 
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an error of unbappy tendency, as 
respects the progress of experiment- 





ul religion, into which many professs 
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ing christians, and some of our cleri- 


‘cal brethren, appear to have, uncon- 


sciously, fallen. 

Tiere is a body of christians, res- 
pectable in point of numbers, who 
exclude the infants and children o! 
the church, entirely from all cove- 
nant relation to the Redeemer ; and 

lace them, in this respect, ona level 
with the offspring of the unbelieving 
world. They deny the lawfulness 
of their baptism, and the utility of 
using with them, any of the means of 
salvation, before they have attained 
to sufficient maturity of understanding, 
to comprehénd the nature, and design 
of the doctrines, and duties of chris- 
tianity. ‘These may admit the possi- 
bility of infant regeneration ; but deny 
its probability ; and generally discred- 
it all other means of propagating reli- 
gion, and converting souls to God, 
except that of preaching, and such 
others as were employed to plant the 
gospel at first, among unbelievers. 
It is not our intention to enter into 
that field of discussion, in which the 
objections of this sect of christians, 
chiefly lie. It is believed that their 
views are adopted by none who be- 
Jong to our communion. 

There is likewise another class of 
christians, who inculcate the neces- 
sity of a radical renewal of the heart, 
by the Holy Spirit, whose views, in 
regard to the circumstances, and man 
ner of this change, are peculiar, and 
unquestionably arbitrary, and ex- 
treme. They deny that conversion 
ean take place, particularly in an 
adult, without having its progress dis- 
tinctly marked by such strong, sensi- 
ble traces on his feelings, as shall 
leave little doubt in the mind, of its 
reality ; and enable him to recollect, 
and recount distinctly, the time, 
means, and other circumstances, of 
the change. Though much sincerity 
miy accompany this prejudice, yet 
it is doubtless, often mischievous in 
its effects, and in almost all cases, as- 
sociated with a very imperfect know- 


ledge of the history of practical god- 
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\liness in the church, and a bigoted 


devotion to some unfortunate theory 
in religion. The whole structure of 
our liturgy, and the nature of the 
public services of our church, are 
calculated either to prevent, or era- 
licate this error; and 1t has ‘place, 
consequently, in the minds of few, 
or none of her members. 

There is still, another class, who, 
inavoiding this prejudice, appear to 
have fallen upon another, of an oppo-* 
site description, which, to say the 
least, is certainly no better in its ef- 
fects. Their general view of the 
relation of children to the church, 
and of the solemn duties which result 
from that relation, and of the divine 





—— 





promises for the encouragement of 
parental fidelity, is just. The benev- 
olent and wise intention of Provi- 
dence, in associating the seed of be- 
lievers with them, in their hopes and 
privileges, and the effect of this ap- 
pointment to perpetuate the christian 
church, they fully admit. But their 
theory is restricted to this sole view 
of the subject. They are hardly will- 
ing to allow of the regeneration of 
men in any other way: and, if we 
comprehend their system, it would 
go far to limit the operations of the 
divine Spirit entirely, to the order of 
hereditary descent, already pointed 
out. 

The error of their theory is not, 
that it attributes too much importance 
to the baptism and religious education 
of children; nor that it considers 
these means, as forming the divinely 
instituted, and most efiectual method 
of replenishing, and perpetuating the 
christian church. But their system, 
like most others, which are espoused 
with too much fondness, engrosses 
their whole view of the subject ; and 
either shuts their eyes against the 
actual course of divine Providence, 
in the conversion of men, or forces 
upon it an interpretation consistent 
with their theory : Whether they are 
apt to atiribute an undue efficacy to 
the rite of baptism, abstracted from 
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the prayer of faith, which ought to 
attend, and the pious education w bich 
ought to follow it, we do not here in- 
quire. We cannot forbear remark- 
ing, however, that the view of that 
ordinance presented in the preced- 
ing observations, it 1s believed, will 
be found essentially conformable to 
the scriptures. the formularies of our 
church, and the writings of the ear- 
liest and ablest of the English reform- 
ers: aud that any attempt to extend, 
or abate the efficacy, or importance 
of the sacrament, m respect to the 
infant children of the church, wili 
militate with all those authorities. | 
Our present concern is, with what, | 
to us, appears an error of greater) 
magnitude than a simple geen 
tion of the efficacy of infant baptism, | 
were it not, that it too often results| 
from it. The spiritual regeneration, 
and conversion of adult persons, par-| 
ticularly where it takes place with-j 
out the intervention of baptism, and 
is preceded by a strong and sensible 
excitement of the conscience, or of) 
the fears of the subject ; and follow- 
ed by corresponding emotions of joy, 





} 
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gratitude, love, and confidence—in!| 


short, the change, when distinctly,| 
and strongly marked with any of its 
attendant circumstances, becomes, 
for that reason alone, lable to the: 
suspicion, and derision, of this class! 
of professors. 

To clear the subject of all ambi-| 
guity, we will distinctly state, that) 
strong emotions alone, are, by no) 
class of well informed chri¥tians, con- 
sidered as evidence of conversion. 
They have often been both the cause 
and the effect, of the most ruinous 
delusions. ‘The strongest forms of) 
religious enthusiasm, are often, to the 
infinite detriment of the cause oi 
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christian character. And the same 
rule, apphed to thousands, whom 
they appear to resemble in many of 
the circumstances of their religious 
impressions, proves the former to be 
the genuine children of God: and 
the emotions of their minds, how- 
ever marked in their character, or 
powerful in degree, to have been the 
}concomitants of a radical and saving 
ichange of heart. Bet these emotions, 
pare not, themselves, the change. 
They are not the evidences, or only 


form avery equivocal and subordin- 


‘ate kind of evidence, of the change. 
ln the regeneration of intants they 
never have place. Nor always, in 
that of the adult sinner. All that it 
is important to believe respecting 
the distinctness of the sensations of 
conviction and alarm, and other 
vatrong emotions in the mind of the 
adult convert, is, that they offen are 
the attendant circumstances, of the 
/new birth; and the effects of the di- 
vine operation on the soul. 

The first evidence which we shall 
offer in support of this position, is 
derived from the nature and magni- 
tude of the change itself. It is not 
necessary to recite at large, the des- 
cription given of it in the scriptures. 
The phraseology which they apply 
Ito it is well known, It is styled a 
‘new birth,’* a * passing from death 
unto life,’f a * resurrection from the 
dead,’ a * new creation,’ a transla- 
jtion from ‘ nature’s darkness, inte 
God's marvellous light,’ and declar- 
ed to be the effect of the * exceeding 
igreatuess of the power of God’ 
‘We appeal to men of candour, and 
‘intelligence, who ate sufficiently ac- 
quainted with the human constitution, 
to be able to estimate, betorehand, 
the probable efiects of so great a traps- 














piety, associated with ignorance, hy- 
pocrisy, and self-deception, Our! 
Saviour’s rule, ‘ By their fruits ye 


shall know them,’ enables us to de-}) 


tect the fallacy of all the pretension: 


of these victims of fanaticisin, to the}. 
| 





| formation of the character, wrought — 
by such an agent, on the mind of a 
‘person of mature age. Let it be re- 


® 1. Pet. i. 23. t John v. 24, 
; Rom. vi. 4. Eph, ii. 6. 42 Cor. y. 17 
1 Pet. ii. 9, % Eph. i 19, 
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collected, that the man had lived is-| 
norant, in a great degree, of the pu- 
rity and extent of the law of God. 
He is now brought to discover both, 
and to judge and “regulate by it, all his 
conduct and desires. He now sees, | 
and feels, his guilty, condemned, and 
ruined state. He, for the firat time, 
effectually feels sin to be that abom- 
inable thing which God _ infinitely 
hates. He has a new and glorious 
discovery of the person, and oilices 
of the Redeemer. tle perceives 
the relation in which he, as a sinner, 
stands to the Saviour; the riches of 
his amazing love ; the efficacy of lus 
great atonement; and the periection 





{\ 
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Influence of the Holy Spirit. MARCH, 
prey convert. And ts it incredible, 
that it should give rise to strong emo- 
tions of the feelings’ Rather, ts not 
the difficulty in conceiving that the 
mind should not be powerfully af- 
fected ? 

| In the second place, the fact al- 
ready adverted to, viz. that multi- 
‘tudes, whose conversion ts attended 
with circumstances of powerful ex- 


! 


} 


‘citement, and a distinct knowledge 
lof the time and means of it, testity 


its genuine nature by their subse- 
quent godly lives, ts worthy to be 
more distinctly insisted upon. 
Waiving the mention of thousands 
of living exemplific ations of the truth 


of his righteousness. ‘This discovery, } of this remark, together with that of 


let i¢ also be recollected, is effectual- 
Jy made to his faith, by the power of 
the Holy Ghost. ‘The impressions 
which it produces in the mind, are 





not to be compared with any that can j, 


result from the unassisted operations | 


‘a Gardiner, a Hale, a Newton, a 
Buchanan, and many others which 
will at once occur to most of our 
‘readers, we will transcribe from 
Bishop Jewel, a single paragraph, in 
which is contained the relauion that 


of the understanding, even on the! St. Augustine gives of the ultimate 


same sublime, and interesting sub- 
jects. They are of a far deeper, 


trump th of bis toitin, and tis full con- 
_version to the obedience of the gospel. 


stronger, and more moving kind, * St. Augustine, after he had con- 


For they are accompanied with such 


‘tinned long in error, and withdrawn 


an exertion of living faith, as actual- |: himse!f into a secret place, where he 
ly appropriates Christ, with all his} might make his prayer, and bewail 


benefits, to the saving of the soul. 
The conversion of an adult person, 
also, compreheads a change in his } 
sentiments, and feelings, towards God, 
and all mankind. His carnal mind 
was enmity to God; his renewed j 


mind delights in him, and is animated | 


with love, gratitude, and praise to 


his ignorance, heard a voice say unto 
ities, ‘Tolle, lege; Take up, end read.’ 
And he forthwith, took up the Epis- 
tles of St. Paul, and opened them, 
and secretly read the chapter which 
he first lighte don, even these words, 
* Not in rioting, and drunkenness, not 
in chambering and wantonness, not 


Nj 
him. He now loves the people wie strife and envyiig: but, put ye 


God, for his sake; and sees in his 
enemies, nothing to hate, but that 
which, in their character and con- 
duct, is abhorrent to God. The 
pleasures, honours, and possessions, 
of the world, are no longer sought, 
on their own account. His pursuits |) 
are heavenly. All this, and much 
more, is comprehended in that Spirit- 
ual new-birth, and its inseparable | 


on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
jnot provision for the flesh, to fulfil 
ithe lusts thereof.’ Nee ultro volui 
legere, (said he,) nec opus erat. 
| Statin quippe cum tine hujusce sen- 
tentia, quasi luce securitatis, infusa 
‘cordo meo, omnes dubitationis tene- 
‘bre diffugerunt. I would read no 
‘further. Nor was it necessary. For 
as soon as I had read to the end of 





effects, which passes upon every 


tins sentence, all the darkness, [caus-~ 
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ed by my former hesitancy,} fed, as Pf fi 


ifthe bright light of assurence had 
been poured into my heart.’’* 
Another powertul 1 motive to mo-; 
desty. and candour, tm our sentiments | 
en this subject, an d the utmost cir- 





cumspection and caution th our treat- 
ment of the cases under consider- 
ation, 1s found in eur necessary ig 
norance of the mode, measure, and 
effects of the Divine Spirit’s inilu- 
ence on the miad. Our Saviour de 
clares, ‘the wind bloweth where 1 
listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof. but canst not tell whence ut 
cometh, and whither it goeth: So ts 


=e 


ES 


«J 


om the diflerent parts of the New 
Testament, are presented, tor the 
purpose of conhrming 
truth, that the Holy spirit promised 
to the church, as the efficie nt cause 
of the regeveralion, and sanctification 


tis general 


of men, and the everlasting inherit- 


ance of be hae VOre, 3, If huis We rk, ilh- 


‘tinttely above their compre he msion 3 
‘in his influences, exceedingly various; 


vod surpassing , inthe degree, an’ ef- 
fect of his operation, we will not say 
the limitation of sintul creatures, but 
their most esalted conceptions, This 
ommuipotent influence ts the great sub- 
ject of promise under the evangell- 


every one that is born of the Spirit.’ »eal dispensation: and the richest of 


John, i. 8. The Spirit of truth: 


dwelleth with you, and shall be in| 


you.” John xiv. 17. * Your body is} 
the temple of the Holy Ghost, wii hy 
is In you, which ye have ot God.’ 
1 Cor. vi. 19. * As many as are ted 


by the Spirit of God, they are the | 


sons of God.” * The Spirit itself bear. | 


the irmis of our Redeemer’s death, 
and the grace of the Father. Who 
shall preseribe to bim the time, or 
meusure, of his operation on the souls 
of men! or lout and detine the ef- 
fects ? Who shall say, thus distinctly 
shill tbe footsteps of this Alimghty 
Avent leave their impressions on the 
m ind, and no more so? We know 


eth witness with our spirit, that we)! 
are the children ot God.’ 2 The i not how it 14 with others, but we 
Spirit helpeth our infirmities : for we ! think the enlightened christian never 
know not what we should pray for as Ve un witness the premature and rash 
we ought; but the Spirit itself mak-|'censures sometimes passed on the 
eth intercession for us with gro tuings || ij ¢ huructer ot re li 10us lunpressions, 
which ¢ —" be uttered.” Rou. vii. | ine rely on ace ount of what is deem- 
14, 16, 26. * Eye hath not seen, ped exceptionsble in some of the cir- 
nor ear esmdl neither have entered!  Culmsiances, without shuddering. For 
H 
Ms 


into the heart cf man. the things !ihe knows who has said, ‘ He that 
which God hath prepared for them! shall speak a word against the Sou of 
that love him.” * But God hath re-!) Man, it shell be forgiven him; but 
vealed them unto us, by his Spirit ; f whoso blasphemeth the Iloly Ghost, 
for the Spirit se varcheth all things, hath never ferciveuess, but is in dan- 
yea, the deep things of God.’ * Heil ger of eterpal damnation.” [na mat- 
that is | Spiritual judgeth all things, vet || ter so much above us, we can only 
he himself is judged ofno man. F or || adopt the plain decisious of scripture. 

who hath known the mind of the| Our own conjectures are rash as 
Lord, that he may instruct him? But|\they are vain. The command to 
we have the mind of Christ.” 1 Cor. |}* try the spirits,’ authorizes us to 
1. 9,10, 15, 16. * When he, [the jjcer nsure that only in the character of 
Comforter, ] is come, he will reprove |) ‘religious tempers, and impressions 
the world of sin, and of righteousness, f which is plouinly repugnant in princi- 

and of judgment.’ John, xvi. 8. | ple, to the spirit of the gospel ; and 





These passages, taken pom | gives us no license to affix any limit 
tat ion to the degree of the divine in- 


*See Bishop Jewel's Treatise on the || fluence, or the | mode of its manifesta- 
Hely Scriptures. fen. 
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Admitting the general correctness 
ef the view taken of this subject, great 
must be the sin, and many the evils 
resulting from the practical ope- 
ration of the prejudice adverted to. 
Often, will the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the soul, be, at least, ignor- 
antly opposed; the conversion of 
men, and their salvation, hindered ; 
an inoperative and formal kind of re- 
ligion, substituted in the place of the 
fervent and energetic piety of the 
gospel ; and happy, far happier than 
our fears, will the victim of this pre- 
judice prove, if, persisting in his sys- 
tem, he do not banish from his own 
heart, those sanctifying influences of 
the Divine Spirit, which are indis- 
pensable to his preparation for hea- 
ven.—eED. 

Letters to a Candidate fer Holy Orders. 
No. XI, 
(Continued from p. 841. vol. I.) 

Dear Sir—The subject of one of 
my last letters, suggested something 
to me that I think important to all 
rational believers; but more espe- 
cially so to those who sustain the 
character of teachers in the church 
ef God. The thing that I mean, ts, 
method or system, not only in preach- 
ing, but in thinking—not only in con- 
ducting a discourse, but in prosecut- 
ing the study of christian divinity. 
I have known some writers, among 
whom I recollect Mr. Law, that had 
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the relation that they stand in to one 
another. It is not reasonable to 
think that God should construct the 
visible creation with such order and 
nice adjustment of all its parts, teach- 
ing us to conceive of his wisdom, by 
the regularity of his works ; and that 
he, at the same time, should manifest 
no order, no congruity, in that sub- 
limer creation, which is calculated 
for the display of all his perfections, 
and the most intimate knowledce of 
his nature, that the humana under- 
standing is capable of. No; there is 
a harmony, there is a fitness in the 
scheme of divine revelation, that not 
only recommends it to our reason, 
but excites our admiration, and grad- 
nally advances us to the summit of 
intellectual excellence. Then never 
let us be so injurious to God, or to 
ourselves. as to neglect this evidence 
that he has given of bis wisdom, and 
thereby rob our own understanding 
of its share in the business of salva- 
tion. 

I observe, that those who do not 
cordially receive the peculiarities of 
the gospel, have very little notion of 
digesting doctrines, or laying them 
together as constituents of acomplete 
body. Whatever they meet with 
beyond the limits of natural religion, 
they are very apt to treat as a mere 
figure, or an illustration, or perhaps, 
a groundless fiction. Thus, while on 
the one hand, they are ashamed to 





profess themselves the devotees of 


systematic divinity, as if it cramped j their own reason, either in the form 
the spirit of devotion, and forced the J of Pagan or French philosophy ; on 
scriptures into a meaning which, iff} the other hand, they are so disaffect- 
left to themselves, they would abhor. f/ ed toward the doctrines of the bible, 
This may be true in some cases ; but }} that they never put themselves to the 
however that be, | know very well |] pains of forming distinct notions of 
that the body of christian doctrine, {{ them ; and, of course, are quite un- 
like all other bodies, has its members. || prepared to make any advantageous 


That those members are connected 
in an orderly manner, and that those 


statement of them. 
Without system, nothing can be 


who wish to be furnished with any studied, in the proper sense of the 
true knowledge of this sort, should} word. Every thing that becomes a 
trace this connexion, and get ac- {| matter of study, consists of parts, and 


quainted with the several parts in|] must be understood by a successive 


<n 
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consideration of those parts. If 
they are jnmbled togetber without 
order, they have no constitution— 
no common character, and therefore 
do not collectively claim any ra- 
tional atteation; but if, on the other 
hand, they are combined in a cer- 
tain manner, and for a certain pur- 
pose, the parts must be all related to 
one another in such a manner as 
will, in the nature of things, and in 
the conception of a well judging) 
mind, answer that purpose. in 
what tolerable sense of the word can 
we be said to know the nature of a 
machine, as long as we cannot tell 
what parts are essential to it, and 
what they severally contribute to 
the genera’ effect? And as the ma- 
ker of that machine must necessari- 
ly have put it together in the order 


aE 





in which it was to operate, begin- 
ning with the first mover, and so on. 
till he arrived at that part which 
gives the final bias, or regulation to) 
its motion ; so he that intends to un-| 
derstand the construction of such a 
machine, must follow the design of 
the maker, through the same order 
of parts, until he fairly arrives at 
the eflect for which it was made. 
And thus the Architect of the uni- 
verse had an end in view, as in all his’ 
works, so more especially in that 
series of revealed truths which con- 
stitute the body ot Christian divini- 
ty; and so also must we, if we wish to 
become instructed into the kingdom 
of God, enter into the design of that 
revelation, and observe its progress 
through its successive methods or 
expedients, until it issues in a com- 
plete accomplishment. 

When we have acquainted our- 
selves in this manner with the doc | 
trines of the gospel, we not only 
couceive them more happily, but we 
ever after recollect them #aore easi- 
ly. Whatever link we happen to. 

Vol. IL...No. VIII. 


‘ay hold on, we draw the wholechaia 


into view, and contemplate its cons 
nexion and its integrity at pleasure. 
Ilaving previously setied in our 


own minds, the relation subsisting 


between the various truths of re- 


— ‘ . 
ivealed religion, if we think of one 


of them, we may easily, by means of 
that relation, recollect them all; as 
by sceing the hand-writing, or any 
thing else peculiar to a man that [ 
am acquainted with, [ recollect him 
as completely as if he were before 
my eyes. ‘This is no trifling advan- 
tage; for if the mind of a believer 
subsists upon religious truth, it is 
very desirable that he should be rea- 
dily and plentifully supplied with 
it; and by this method he will al- 
ways have it at his call—not onl 
prompt, but methodical, and so dis- 
|posed, as at the same time, to im- 
prove both his heart and his under- 
standing. 

Although it would be mismanage- 
ment in the extreme, to reduce the 
living and powerful doctrines of the 
gospel to incre science, or theory, 
we cannot expect that they will suf- 
ficiently engage our understanding 
and employ our thoughts, unless we 
can view them in some rational or- 
der, and observe them growing up, 
one out of another, successively, 
from their common origin in the 
wisdom of God. Hence, when they 
may not happen to affect us by their 
immediate imstrumentality to our 
salvation, they may nevertheless, re- 
commend themselves by the essen- 
tial beauty of truth, and detain our 
attention as a matter of specula ion, 





juntil they get within our feelings, 


and affect our hearts by a more 
commanding and indispensable sort 
of importance. 

In reading the Bible, we often 
grope in the dark, and frustrate our 





own dgsire of instruction by neglect- 
30 
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ing that latent scheme which con-\your hearers. By the bye, I would 


nects its parts, and combines them | 


a'l in one general tendency to the 
true improvement, and eternal hap- 
piness of the human soul. In con-. 
templating only one of the finest set 
of features that ever formed the hu-' 
man face divine, we should find very, 
little either to love or to admire, | 
when, perhaps, the whole complex- 
ion would charm us to extacy; so 
there is many a passage of holy 
writ, Which, when censidered alone, 
seems to have very little claim upon 
our attention, but when considered 
in its due place and relation, as one 
of the constituents of a design, in 
which the wisdom and love of God 
were equally concerned, affects us 
with all the sensations of beauty, 
harmony, and utility. 

But not only in reading the ori- 
vinals of Christian divinity, and in 
making ourselves acquainted with 
its various doctrines, shall we find 
it of use to observe method, and 
view them in the light of a system- 
atic arrangement.—We shall equal- 
ly experience its advantages in deal- 

‘ing out those doctrines to others, 
and applying the oracles of God to 
the edification of his church. In 
expounding a passage of scripture 
without system, at best, you will do 


just remind you of the miserable, 
stinted ministrations of those who 
fid nothing but morality to insist 
upon, and after gravely reading a 
text of scripture, flourish away in 
a discourse that might, with equal 
propriety be grounded upon a sen- 
tence from Tully’s Offices. ‘These 
indeed, are not so much to be blam- 
ed for wanting system, as for want- 
ing divinity altogether. 

There is only one thing more 
that | would mention to you before 
I finish my letter, namely, that this 
observance of system in your stu- 
dies, will help you to method in 
your compositions, and enable you 
to digest the matter of your discour- 
ses in such a manner as will be easy 
to yourself, and instructive to your 
hearers. Otherwise you will have 
peither beginning nor end, and find 
yourself nonplussed before you have 
given any tolerable account of your 
subject. 

My dear voung friend, your good 
sense will have anticipated most of 
iny remarks ; but, as in conversation 





we do not always expect to say 
things entirely new, so in writing to 
‘you on a favourite and interesting 


‘subject, I shall expect to do little 
more than remind you of things 





no more than a heathen commenta- 


which you know already, and things 


tor night do. You may interpret|| which you are disposed to value, 
it grammatically, and logically, and) not on account of their novelty, but 


morally, but you will see nothing ef 
the light that is reflected upon it by 
kindred truths, and consequently, 





cannot give a good account of it to 


on account of their very singular im- 
portance. 
Yours, &c. 





MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


Sketch of the Life of Mrs. M. Hesselius. reach, depths which we cannot fa- 
[Concluded from p. 200.] 


The tord’s thoughts are not as 
ours: in his love and in his ways, 
there are heights which we cannot! 


thom, lengths and breadths which 
lie beyond the ken of our feeble 


sight. Let us then simply depend 





et 
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upon hin, and do our best, leaving God that gave her to me, and bless- 


all events in his hands. 

The two great points to which 
religion tends, and to whieh it urg- 
es the soul, where it has taken place, 


lied me with her for more than 62 


years, bas resumed the blessing, aud 
taken her to a better world. 
Jan. Ist, 1820. This should be 





incessantly to press after, are cou 
munion with God, and conformity. 


a day of praise and thanksgiving to 


Aluigity God, for bis long-sutier- 


to his will. Hast thou attained to} ing mercy to me, his poor unprofit- 
this? H not, seek it at the great) able servant. 


source of all good, by fervent and) 
constant prayer. 

March 5th, 1817. This day my 
beloved daughter C—— D. B , 
departed this life at Green Wood.— 
She was an afflicted woman; her 
life was grievous. I trust and hope! 
Almighty goodness has removed 
her to a place of everlasting rest. 
She was a dear child to me, and na- 
ture suffered at the separation, while 
faith and reason acquiesced. Great, 
Good, and Wise, thy will be done ! 


HYMN. 

O! thou, to whose all piercing sight, 
The darkness shineth as the light, 
Search, try my heart, it pants for thee ; 
©! break these bonds, and set me free. 
Wash ont its stains, refine its dross, 
Nail my affections to thy cross: 

Hallow each thought, let all within 

Re clean, as thou, my Lord, art clean. 
While in this darksome world 1 stray, 
Be thou my light, be thou my way : 
No foes, no violence I fear, 

No fraud, if thou, my God, art near. 
When rising floods my soul o’erflow, 
When sinks my heart in waves of woe, 
Jesus, thy timely aid impart, 

And raise my head, and cheer my heart. 
Saviour, where e'er thy steps I see, 
Undaunted, may | follow thee; 

O' Let thy hand support we still, 
And lead me to thy Holy Hill— 

if rough and thorny be my way, 

My strength proportion to my day ; 
‘Till toil, and pain, and sorrows cease, 
Where all is calm, and joy, and peace. 








Sunday, November, 1818. This 
day I recorded the death of my ever 
dear daughter R. R. in my Bible; 
she is a loss never to be forgotten : 
her affection, duty, her unremitted 
tender attention, strengthened the 


Four score years have passed 
over this head of mine since | be- 
came av inhabitant of this earth. 
Upon a re-survey of my past life, I 
have reason to lament my short- 
comings in daty, when attempted, 
and my too, too often neglect of it. 

From very early youth, | ever 
thought thatthe favour of the Su- 
preme Being must be the consum- 
‘mation of happiness to his creatures. 
—With this conviction it was nalu- 
ral for me to wish to obtain it: | 
did so by some cheap eflorts, think- 
‘ing I might thereby, have a claim of 
merit on that Power in whom I liy- 
ed, and by whose mercy I was pre- 
iserved from day to day. I there- 
fore, from the selfish motive of sav- 
ing my soul, devoted a short portion 
of the day to reading the word of 
God and prayer; though this was 
often omitted, when any extraordi- 
nary pleasure was presented in the 
‘time, or any excitement of other 
passions would interfere. All my 
devotions might be compared to 





|ichaff, while the real grain was neg- 


lected. Yet this erroneous system 
which | had adopted, afforded me so 
much imaginary pleasure, that I 
would not have renounced it on any 
account. I was at this time in the 
most agreeable circumstances— 
youth and health, and prosperous 
fortune. 

Jan. 16th, 1820—I had a violent 
cold, attended with a bad cough and 
fever, which continued a fortnight. 











ties of nature and blood.—But my 


It pleased the Lord to relieve me in 
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a great measure from that, tho’ very||love of God. She seemed particu- 


weak. On the first of February I 
had a very bad chill which lasted 
three hours; a fever succeeded, and 
continued for a week. I was greatly 
debilitated. On the 1ith of the 
same month, | was seized with ano- 
ther chill, which lasted about the 
game tine—this was followed by a 
fever, for which, aftera few days, the 
Doctor finding rather more disease 
in my pulse every other day, gave 
me small doses of bark, (as | was 
able to take it,) in the small remis- 
sions of fever. This succeeded to 
break the fever and wear it away. 
About the 22d, I began to get a lit- 
tle better, walked about my room, 
and rode out three times, until the 
29th of March, when I was again 
taken with a violent chill, attended 
by a jaundice ; this weakened me 
much. On the 7th of April I was 
seized with avery severe chill, which 
lasted between three and four hours. 
The Doctor has U ought proper to 
give me calomel, which | have ta- 
ken. ‘This day, the Sth of April, I 
aim sitting in my easy-chair, thro’ 
the mercy of God, not knowing 
what awaits me next; but begging 
conformity to his blessed will. 


| 





[The following account of her last illness has 
been furnished by a daughter of Mrs. 
Heeerlius.] 


“These were the last sentences! 
which were written by the pen of 
my much-loved parent. On that, 
day, (the 8th of April) I got to Balti-| 
more, and for ten suceceding weeks, | 
attended her sick bed, from which 
she never arose to sit one hour af- 
ter that time. Although her debili- 
ty was great, her mind appeared ini 

erfect exercise, and not a day pass- 
ed for the first four or five weeks 
without her conversing on the sub- 
ject of eternal things, and express- 





ing a sense of the goodness and!/ Spirit. 





larly thankful for the mercy of bav- 
ing her mind entirely clear from all 
melancholy and despondency, to 
which, from constitution, she was 
much a‘dicted, and which, in past 
times, had clouded her best pros- 
pects, and damped her dearest hopes. 
“ She would affectionately say to 
me sometimes, “ my dear daugh- 
ter, do not be depressed; I fear you 
afe troubled.” I replied, no, my 
beloved mother, [ am not, except 
when [ think you suffer. She would 
say, “ be comforted then, your mo- 
ther does not sufier.” | said, O! 


‘how good the Lord is to you, he 


makes all your bed in your sick- 
ness. She replied, most emphati- 
cally, “ indeed he does.” On tak- 
ing leave of her for the night, she 
said, “go, my dear, and try to 
rest; I feel all peace; I have no 
dread or fear in what I have to look 
forward to.” She very frequently 
would ejaculate “ Bless the Lord, 
O, my soul, and all that is within 
me, bless and praise his holy name.” 

**] never saw such an instance of 
patience, and perfect resignation to 
the will of God. She often con- 
versed on the subject of her disso- 
lution, and said she had no wish 
but that the will of God might be 
perfected in her, 

‘* On the 4th of May she appeared 
to be much worse, and for 24 hours 
1 do not believe she uttered a sen- 
tence. We all thought she was in 
the agonies of death ; but on the 6th 
she revived a little, so as to be able 
to speak: when I came to her bed- 
side she looked at me, and being 
asked if she knew me, she said, “ to 
be sure I do.” I hung over her 


and said, O! that it would please 
God to shine into your soul, and 








give you the comfort of his Holy 
She repeated the words 
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“QO! shine upon me, shine upon 
me.” In less than an hour atter- 


wards, as I passed her bed, she call- | 


ed me to her and said, “ now I am 
happy; O! how happy.” | [ re~ 
plied, how sincerely do I rejoice and. 
thank God for it. She said, “1 
thought so; now you have a new 
song put into your mouth that you! 
never had before.” From this time, 
she appeared tranquil, as usual) 
speaking of the love and goodness, 
of Ged, and conversing occasionally. 
on the snbject of religion, and wait-| 
ing the good pleasure of the Lord. 
She told me that she thought on the, 
4th of May, when she was so ill, | 
she had entered the valley of death, | 
and had got a great way into the, 
dark profound; but that God had 
seen proper to recall her, perhaps, 
that she might be made more holy. 
She had frequent returns of those 
violent chills, and she appeared evi- 
dently weaker. She had told me 
some time before, she thought that 
if her strength of body should be in 
a measure restored, she feared 
she should not have the use of her 
mind; that her ideas were indis- 
tinct, and her memory failed her 
very much. Her prediction was but 
too true; with pain of heart I ob- 
served, tor ten or twelve days before 
her departure, that her faculties were 
deranged, and that she could not 
distinguish one friend from another 
—Yet there was a composure and 
sweetness about her, and nothing 
that indicated unhappiness. 

“I asked her, after rousing her at- 
tention, if she could think upon God 
with pleasure? She replied “ yes, 
but my flesh is weak and my spirit 
dull and heavy sometimes.” I fre- 
quently repeated hymns to her, in 
which she would join for a few lines, 
and said, she ““was very fond of 
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“Ttwas a mostafllicting dispensa- 
tion to me that her mind should be 
in such a state as not to de able, to 
her last, to give instruction to those 
around her, which she had been so 
eminently calculated tu do. But it 
is not for dust, such as I cm, to sa 
1 humbly 
acquiesce in all my God has done, 
bless his name who gave me such 
a heavenly-minded mother; and | 
pray tor the assistance of his grace 
to emulate so bright an example.” 








a 

[The sailing of the brig Nautilus 
from Norfolk, Va. tor the coast 
of Africa, with the agents and 
colonists destined for our settle- 
inentat Sherbro was noticed in our 
last. ‘he succeeding extracts are 
from the address of the Rev. E. 
M. Lowe, delivered on the occa- 
sion, a few days previous to their 
departure. | 


‘‘ | cannot feel, my brethren, that I shall 
be improperly taxing your patience, or oc- 
eupying your attention, by a small digression 
here, for the purpose of making you ace 
quainted with the principal events in the life 
of the Rev. Samuel Bacon, an eminent friend 
of man, and servant of God. He was a na- 
tive of the state of Massachusetts; he was 
born in 1781, and in 1808 graduated at Har- 
vard College. The first year after his col- 
legiate course, was spent in preparation for 
the bar: this however, for atime wag relia- 
quished ; and in 1809 he emigrated to Penn- 
sylvania, where he engaged as a preceptor 
in an academy, until the commencement of 
the late war with Great Britain. At this — 
period he received a commission as Lieuten- 
ant of Marines, in which station he served 
with credit tothe end of the contest; and when 
he resigned, returned to Pennsylvania, and 
commenced the practice of the law with re- 
putation and success. 

“ In his diary we are informed, that his 
first religious impressions were received in 
his childhood, but soon vanished, like the 
early dew and the merning cloud, From 
this period, however, till the year 1817, when 
God was pleased to bring him to the know- 
ledge of the truth as it is in Christ, he ex- 
perienced strong and frequent calls of the 
Spirit of God, in those views with which he 
was favoured from time to time, of the sinful- 
ness and corruption of bis nature. 








bymns.” 


‘« Soon after his conversion, he became a 
member of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
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and felt his call to proclaim to a dying and 
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place of their predecessors, who in the pro- 


perishing world, the glad tidings of salvation) vidence of God, have been denied the honour 


through faith in a once cracified, but now 
exalted Saviour. 


of accomplishing what they had so nobly be 
Like Paul, he conferred) gun. The Society are still disposed to colo- 


not with flesh and blood ; hut obedient to the nize; and, thank God, such are yet to be found 


heaveuly eall, at ouce set about the work of|| 
preparation, and in July, 1819, gave up his 
prefession of the law—repaired to Philadc!- 
phia—and ~eceived by the imposition of the 
hands of Bishop White, that authority which), 
made him a steward of the mysteries of God. 
A short time before this, he was informed of), 
the intention of the Colonization Society, to), 
send out a number of free people of colour to} 
the coast of Africa; and that the govern-|| 
ment would probably dispatch one or more), 
agents tu receive the captured Africans, ont 
to assist in carrying into effect the laws o 
the United States, enacted for the suppression 
of the flagitious slave-trade. The principal), 
station in this agency was conferred upon|| 
him. We should not omit to mention, that 
previously to his going to New York, prepa- 
ratory to his embareation for Africa, he was) 
employed by the Bible Society of Philadel-|| 
phia, to travel through the interior of the 
state for the purpese of establishing other 
societies auxiliary thereto. While he re- 
mained in Pennsylvania he was also exten- 
sively useful, in establishing and conducting 
Sabbath Schools. The first school of the the 
kind in York, Penusylvauia, was established 
through his iustrumentality in August, 1817; 
and in August, 1819, a lapse of only two 
vears, there were no less than thirty schools 
in the county, and children to the number 
ef two thousand, receiving instruction from 
them. 

“Such was the life of Bacon, up to his 
departure from his netive land to the shores 





ject. 


as are willing to put their hands to this great 
work.—May the choicest blessings of Hea- 
ven attend and rest upon them. 

“Beloved brethen, we are aware that doubts 
and difficulties exist in the minds of some, as 
to the practicability of the object in view — 
But since the Parent Society has sent out tis 
agents to Africa, and taken such other steps 
as were necessary to obtain correct intelli- 
gence on all the subjecs connected wih this 
vast design, and thereby have been enabled 


to jay betore the public so great a mass of in- 


formation entitled to their credence, we should 
think all doubts and difficulties ought to cease. 
If we advert to the experiment which has al- 
ready beeu made in the case of the colony at 
Sierra Leone, enough will be found, to prt to 
silence every doubt and objection on this sub- 
This Colony furnishes abundant testi- 
mony, not only that the end which the Soci- 
ety has in view is attainable; but that it will 
be productive of infinite benefit to both the 
free people of colour themselves, and to the 
citizens of these United States. 

“The materials of which that Colony is 


‘composed, were for the most part, such as 


had but lately emerged from a state of slave- 
ry. ‘They are now a prosperous and happy 
community:—rapidly advancing in all the 
arts of domestic economy; and evincing by 
their ptesent attainments, that a few years 
will mabe them also masters of the sciences. 
Many oi them are already capable of filling 
offices of honour and trust; and no doubt can 
be entertained, but that, at no distant period, 





of a barbarous and beniehted coast. A few! 


they will be found adequate to all the purpo- 


words, now, will close the account of his\'ses of self-government. 


eareer. He arrived in Africa, with a heart 





“The free people of colour in our country, 


panting for the salvation of souls, aad the{iwhether from the genius of our government, 


establishment of the kingdom of Clirist, upon 
the ruins of that of Satan which had been! 
supported so many ages by ignorance and! 
superstition. But God, whose ways are not! 
as man’s ways, ia his wisdom, cut short the: 
period of his trials and his labours together. | 
Encugh! issued from the throne of the E-| 
ternal; and Angels were commanded to Lear! 
his happy spirit into those mansions of rest 
awhich remain for the people of God. 

“tt might be supposed that a disaster such | 
as this, would have tired the exertions of the’ 
government on the one hand,—and paralyzed) 
the efforts of the Society on the other; but the 
interesting and affecting spectacle which is 
presented to your view this day, my beloved 
triends, speaks a very different language. — 
The government is still disposed to lend its 
aid in the suppression of a trade, no less dis- 
graceful to the age, than horrible to every 
principle of humanity; aad its agents now be- 
fore vou, are ready to embark, and take the 








or the prejadices of our citizens, never can be 
admitted to the enjoyment and exercise of 
those rights and privileges which belong, or 
ought to belong to every freeman. By coelo- 
nizing them in some country remote from our 
own, and where obstacles, such as exist here, 
neither do, nor from political considerations 
ueed exist, to their exercise of these rights 
and privileges, we shall confer a benefit on 
them, to which they have a claim, amd which 
without injustice tothem, we cannot with- 
hold.—This truth must be self-evident. 
“There is a remark which ought not to be 
omitted. The Parent Colonization Society 
never had, nor has it now, any intention of, in 
any manner interfering with that species of 
property, necessarily regarded by its owners 
with a jealouseye. The object aloneis, and 
we would repeat it, to remove from our coun- 
try, and with their own consent, the free peo- 
ple of colour, and to place them in a situation 
which will contribute as much to the meliora 
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tion of their condition, as, by necessary con-) 
sequence, it will coatribute to the true inter: | 
est ol our own citizens 


tend, in the issue, to tree our country from all 
those evils. which have grown out of a state 
ot things imposed upon us bv a train of cir- 
cumstances, over which we had no controul; 
and from which, every may we think, upon a 
candid examination of the subject, must wish 
most ardently to be relieved. It is net con- 
tended, however, that this period has yet ar- 
rived. he habits of our citizens have been 
formed upon the existing state of things, and 
in erder to their eradication, we are well con- 
vinced a considerable time must elapse.— 
Whatever that time may be, bowever, it wil 
be conceded by all, that the object which it 
is believed may be effected, is as desirable as 
itis great. And if we, my friends, witness 
not its completion;—our children, in the in- 
numerable blessings which must flow from it, 
will have cause of gratitude to God, for ha- 
ving put it into the hearts of progenitors who 
had philanthropy and magnaninmity enough 
for itsexecution. 

“‘We would respectfully urge one consider- 
ation more, as to the general policy of this 
vast design. We know that the coloured peo- 
ple are for the most part trained up in our 
country, without any intellectual, and with 
but few religious advantages. The eonse- 
quence is, they grow up often in the grossest 


We would not how- | 

‘} 
ever, my beloved friends, conceal the hope ||P 
and belief, that this object, if effected, will) sertec 





ignorance, aud in habits of confirmed immo- 
rality. What arguinents need Luse to prove 
the demoralizing tendency of astate of things! 
like this, upon the rising generation’?—Or! 
need Ladvert to the experience of past years | 
or past events, to show what may be its con-| 
sequences upon the community at large’—l| 
am aware of the delicacy of the ground upon 
which I tread. But, if corruption of morals, it 
debasement of the mind, and if the destruc-; 
tion of many, if not all of the finer aud no- 
bler feelings of the soul—consequences natu- 
rally emanating from existing circumstances, 
are not sufficient reasons to enlist the best 
wishes, and the warmest support of every man 
who feels interested for his country, and loves 
his family; then the present project is unde- 
serving respect, is unworthy of consideration. 

Something may be addressed, and we trust 
with profit, to professing christians upon this 
interesting subject.—My christian brethren, 
has God formed all the nations of the earth 
of one blood; and, as the strongest proof of our 
love to him, does he require that we do good) 
to the souls and bodies of men by every 
means in our power ?—QOh! hew great then is 
the obligation upon us, to put forth our hands 
in this mighty work; and by all lawful and 
christian means, to aid in effecting an object, 
which, under God, will be promotive of his) 





glory, and tend to the advancement of his)! 


Son, our Redeemer’s Kingdom’ 


irrespondenis 239 
TO CORRESPONDENT? 
The communication of “ An E- 
were (grid as it has not been in- 
in the Repertory, requires a 
little notice, lest the author should 
suppose that either the excellent 
Sentiments whieh it expresses, or 
the excellent subject which elicited 
them, have not received from the 
‘Editors the high approbation they 
deserve. The pious and devoted 
Mills has merited an exalted station 
‘in the catalogue of Christian philan- 
thropists, and faithful and useful 
i Missionaries. Considering the time 
he had to labour, very few have done 
more for their Master. His race 
was short, but he ran it well.— 
We concur with our correspondent 
in holding up his private character 
for the imitation of private Chris- 
tians, and his whole life for the imi- 
tation of all who have devoted them- 
selves to the ministry which it ho- 
noured. 

An anonymous correspondent will 
receive our thanks for his commu- 
nication on the subject of the hu- 
manity lately evinced by a citizen 
of Maryland, in the manumission of 
his slaves. ‘The motive which we 
doubt not led to the manumission, we 
applaud as highly as our author. 
The act itself, as the circumstances 
are not knewn, we say nothing a- 
bout: But since, in the present con- 
dition of our slave population, it is 
a question whether Christian bene- 
volence can best manifest itself by 
direct manumission, or by the conti- 
nuation of an alleviated bondage, 
the publication of so unqualified an 





jeulogy upon manumission in gene- 


ral, as the communication in allu- 
sion, expresses, would convey an 
opinion which the Editors are by 
no means prepared to stele 
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Conversations on Infant Baptism, and some 
popular objections against the Charch of 
the United Kingdom ; by Charles Jerram, 
A. M. Vicar of Chobham, Surrey. 

[Continued from p. 185 } 

The argument is farther illustra-) 
ted from the acknowledged duty of 
a Christian parent, and master of a 
family, in virtue of his official char- 
acter, to afford religious instruc-, 
tion to all under his care, and en-; 
join upon them a constant attend-| 
ance on domestic worship. This: 
ebligation it is shown would be in-! 
creased rather than diminished by) 
enlarging the domestic circle to any 
extent. On the supposition that 
the religious opinions and convic-' 
tions of some members of the family’ 
should differ from those of the mas 
ter, that circumstance would not in 
the least abate or alter the nature of 
his own obligation to maintain re- 
ligion, in the manner most agreeablt | 
to his own views of duty. For, even! 
admitting the dissenting member o: 
the household to be right, and the 
master wrong, the latter, "till per-, 
suaded of his error, would still be. 
bound to proceed on his own con- 
victions. ‘The most that could be 
reasonably asked would be the ex | 
emption of the dissatis fied individual 
from the regulations of the family.) 





The author, personating the domes-| 
tic head in the supposed case, very 
pertinently inquires, 

“Should you not think that my toleration 
had proceeded to the utmost limit, which 
reason and candour could require, if] not on- 
ly allowed of his own individual exemption, 
but left him at liberty to inculcate his prin- 


the old Testament dispensation, who 
were most zealous in supporting the 
cause of true religion amongst their 
subjects.” The most distinguished 
honour was conferred upon David, 
Solomon, Josiah, Hezekiah, and Je- 
hoshaphat, who were active in car- 
rving into effect, not only all that 
God had positively commanded, in 
reference to his worship and ser- 
vice, but such other pious measures 
as their own judgment and zeal sug- 
gested. For the service they ren- 
dered in this latter way, they were 
no less commended, than for their 
obedience to the direct and literal 
commands of God. See 2 Kings, 
xiii, 25—2 Chron. xvii. 7-11—2 
Chron. xxx. xxxi. 21, 22.—* Now 
will it be pretended that there was 
any thing in the Jewish dispensation 
so peculiar as to render this zeal 
and exertion to promote the cause 
of religion among their subjects, 
right in Josiah, Jehoshaphat, and 
Hezekiah, and wrong if imitated by 
Christian princes ?” 

The exception next considered 
lies equally against the Episcopal 
church of this country. Its object 
is the definite enumeration of the 
articles of the Christian faith by the 


jchurch. Admitting that the creeds 
and articles of the church declare 


nothing contrary to the scriptures, 
it is sometimes objected to the enu- 
meration itself of the doctrines of 
religion, 

“ That it detracts from the general im- 


portance of those scripture truths which do 
not form a part of those articles; that it 





ciples as he chose among the rest of my fa- 
mily?” 

But such is the indulgence which 
English dissenters universally en- 
joy. In confirmation of the pre- 
ceding arguments is noticed “ the 
approbation which God himself be-| 





imposes the opinions of man, who con- 
Structs these doctrines according to his 
own notions and interpretations of truth, in- 
stead of revealed truth, as the standard of 
faith ; and lays a burdea on the consciences 
of men, who are required to subscribe to ar- 
ticles of religion, which they may think in- 
consistent with the Scriptures, though they 





stowed on those pious kings under 


would readily give their unfeigned assent and 


consent to the Bible itself.” 
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The last of these objections re-| 
lates only to the publio teachers of 
religion :—in other words, to such} 
as roluntarily seek to become teach-| 
ers of religion, in the Episcopal] 
church; achureh which they are! 
previously well apprised, holds, and) 
expects its ministers to inculeate,| 
the very doctrines which they sub- 
scribe in the articles. No compul- 
sion is used by the cburch. She 
only requires of those whom she 


Commissions to teach religion, aj, 


reasonable security against propa- 
gating, by means of the very au- 
thority derived trom herself, what 
she considers false doctrines. 

To that part of the o'jection 
which represents the eflect of deti- 
nite articles of religion to be, to de- 


. . . | 
tract from the importance of some of} 


the doctrines of the scriptures, and 
to give an undue prominency to oth- 
ers, our author shall answer in his 
own words. 


“It is readily acknowledged, that there 
is no general summary of religious truth 
contained in the Holy Seriptures, unless we 
consider the moral and ceremonial law as 
atfordiug such an example; and the reason 
is obvious. ‘The Scriptures are the founda- 
tion of our faith, the matter upon which the 
whole Christian system is built; and till va- 
rious constructions were put on parts of 
those Scriptures, or some of them were di- 
rectly denied, there could be no occasion for 
imposing any particular standard of doc- 
trine, or specific interpretation. But the 
moment in which heretical opinions were 
broached, it became necessary to limit and 
define. When the writers of the scripture 
could no longer be appealed to for an expla- 
nation of their own doctrines, and different 
sentiments were entertained upon them, it 
was natural, and indeed almost unavoidable, | 
for those who were considered the wisest 
aud most upright, who had the best means 
of information, and the most integrity, to 
collect, into one body, the doctrines whieh 
lie at the foundation of Christiavity, and to 
give their own interpretation of them. 

“St. Paul certaiuly, has recognised the 
principle on which such systems are forimn- 
ed, and frequently alludes to those which 
were in existence in his own time. In many 
passages (Rom. vi. 17; 1 Tim. vi. 20; Tim. 





i. 13; 2 Tim. ii. 2; and also iii. 14) he re- 


Vol. IL...No. VU. 


fers to a © form of sound words,” which had 
been prescribed, and it would be ditticult 
to conceive in what these torms could con- 
sist, if potip a regular arrangement of the 
leading doctrines of the Gospel, 

‘* Nor do Laee anv reason to except a- 
gainst the principle of such an arragement 
it seems to corre spond with the uxual prac- 
tice of learned men, in matters of science, 
who think ita great advantage to classity 
and gencralize the subjects on whieh they 
treat. Every thing has its elementary prin 
ciples; and to reduce the diferent parts of 
a system to these primary divisions, greatly 
siinphifies the whole, and renders it more 
easy to be understood and remembered.” 

pp. Lot, 165, 156, 
The exceptions taken against 
forms of devotion constitute the next 
subject: of discussion. ‘The doc- 
trines expressed in the lituray are 
venerally regarded as orthodox.— 
‘The chief objection, therefore, lies 
against the principle itself, of using 
forms of public prayer. 

But, if by using forms of prayer, 
be meant praving ip another per- 
{ e 
son’s words, it must be conceded, 
that dissenting congregations use 
the forms of their ministers. These, 
with the exception of such only as 
{ ° . e ° ° ° . 
believe in immediate inspiration, 
‘admit the same propriety in study- 
‘ing and predisposing the matter of 
their prayers, as of the rest of their 
public ministrations. The difler- 
ence only is, that the dissenting min- 
ister composes his prayers at dis- 
icretion, while the whole of ours are 
put down for us by others :—and 
that theirs also, partakes somewhat 
of the nature of extemporaneous ef- 
fusions, while ours leaves nothing 
to the impulse of the moment; “ and 
whether this be aw advantage on 
their side, is left to the sober-mind- 

’ . . . . . . 
ed Christian to judge for himself.” 

The use of a scriptural liturgy 
shields the church against some of 
the consequences of that detection 
from the faith, from which the minis- 
ters of no denomination are always 
secure. Should they inculcate false 
doctrine in their discourses, they 
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are thereby withheld, at least, from 
carrying it up to the throne of God| 
hinself. Or, shold the minister 
who conducts the devotional service 
be hypoeritical, proud, vain, or cen- 
sorious—should he be ander the in- 
fluence of some secretly allowed sia 
—or indulge in habitual impurity, 
(and such characters too often, alas! 
find their way into all Christian 
congregations, both in and out of 
the church) what would inevitably 
be the quality of his extemporane- 


on Iofant Baptism, &« 
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constant use of it. It is confessed, 
that languor and coldness of spirit- 
ual affection, too often, alas! in- 
vades our worship. But we trace 
our lukewarmness to the inattention, 
and fault of owr own minds. The ten- 
deney of our devotional formularies, 
is to exclude it. But where a truly 
spiritual frame of mind is previous- 
ty possessed, itis not known that 
jany thing has ever been found in 
Hour Hturgy to deaden that feeling, 
or to restrain the strongest emotions 





ous effusions ?--and whatevils would of the mind. 


be prevented by the use of an evan- 
celical liturgy’ 


“ Nor should we overlook those common 


The second disadvantage ascrib- 
ed to the liturgy, is its “ want of 
adaptation to the peculiar wants of 








infirmities of our nature, which arise from 
ignorance, or inexpericuce, or enthusiagm, 
Or superstition, to which misters are as 
liable as others; all of which must have an 
effect on the pravers they present. Incolic- 
rent, crude, or disiorted opinions on rel:- 


gious truth, will find admission into their} 


public devotions, or rather constitute heir 
very essence, and (hus they will produce 
the twofold evil of dcbasing the standard}; 
of truth, and lowering the reverential sen- 
timents, with which the Suprene Being 
should ever be approached.” jp». 166. 


Or, suppose the recollection of 


one who depends on his own pow-| 
ers for proper ideas and language, | 


to fail him, or “his thoughts to 
wander, or particular incidents to 
occur which agitate or depress him 


will not a whole congregation be) 


deprived of the edification to be 
expected from the most interesting 
and solemn of all the services of re- 
ligion?” 

The disadvantages connected with 
the use of liturgies, 
be, Ist. “ A tendency to formality.” 
But our church service has never 
heen charged with this tendency, 
from any defect, or fault in its pe- 
culiar structure. The objection les 
against forms in general; and can 


only be estimated by 20 appeal to 


those whees am « qytls and congre- 
Ss amctrey 


wane whe VL Aen Johns 


» lived in the! 


stances of life arise.” 
‘difficult to conceive that an objec- 


are alleged to} 


individuals, as the varied cireurn- 
But, it is 


‘tion of this nature should be stated 
by any one who has ever been ac- 
customed seriously, to use the litur- 
‘gy of our church. The testimony 
of the writer, who personates and 
‘adopts the language of the expe- 
irienced churchman, on this point, 
will approve itself, we trust, to the 
minds of all our pious brethren. 

“ When my views of sin have beer most 
thambliog, when a sense of wants and in- 
jlitmittes was most pressing, and when gra- 
iitude for past mercies Was most ardent, 


,jjevery part of the liturgy bas appeared to me 


fadmirabty adapted to these various feelings ; 
and | have woudered how words could be 
invented so exactly expressive of the best e- 
motions of the soul. The chaste and sober 
anguage, the Scriptural sentiments, the com- 
prehensivencss, and at the same time the mi- 
nuteness of the petitions, appear to me to 
leave nothing to the formation of an exact 
and full expression of all that a single Chris- 
tian, Or the Whole human race can possibly 
ueed, 

* I} think it would be scarcely possible for 
any event tu arise, of a private or domestic 
nature, Which is not, somewhere or other, 
comprehended in the Litany ; and every in- 
dividual will find the peculiarity of his case 
so adveried to, that he will be able to give a 
‘distinctauess and earnestness to the petition, 
which embraces his heaviest trials, to the 
father of mercies, and without any one but 
himself (which is a great advantage) being 
conscious of what is passing in his mind, or 











182] Reviews: - 


: inl , 
having the least idea of the pecuarify o 


1] — 2} 


-Conversations on Tafaot Baptism, Ke 243 


'fo account tor the prea ‘ice wie h so exten- 


P . sient ? P ee or 
his case pp. Il, Tee, }} sively prewar agaist forms, seeing that our 


The objec thon to forms of prayer! Lord bimseli not only sanctioned them by 


last considered, is, that “ they re 
strain the motions of the Holy Spi- 
rit. and preve nt that enlargednes 
gives such pe cular, 
to re ‘hiortous} 


of heart which 
interest and feelings 
. ” 
worship. 
“Lan not aware that the objection: is 


ceneral y speakiog, cronnded in fart, on lows 


it be contended that the warmth, and vehe-| 


monee, and eloquence of the minister are al 
wavs the fruit of an immediate divine in 
putse; and that the corresponding feelings 
of the congregation are really those pious, 
humble, and fervent emotions of the soul,! 
which God peculiarly notices and approves 
The trath is, those who have most frequent 
ly witnessed these fervours, will be least dis 
posed to lay much stress upon them. 

Far, however, be it from me to assert that 
there are not many instances of pure devo- 
tiovel feelings called fort) bv the occasional 
enlargedness of heart of a Christian minis- 
ter, but surely the argument from this con- 
cession asstines too much, if it take for 
granted that the pious feelings of a minister 
in our owa Church never intuse @ high tone 
of devotion into the breast of the humble 
Christian. Who has not often seen and fel: 
that the fervency, and emphasis, and carnest- 
ness of eur ministers. have communicated 
a sort of holy unction to the rest of the con- 
gregation? Andfam disposed to think, that 


were the prayers of our Church rendered|| 


as eflicient as they might be, by solem- 
mty and a devotional spirit inthe clergy 
man, there would be little room for imvidi- 
ous comparison between us and our dissen- 
ting brethren.” pp. 163, 164. 


In concluding the discussion of 


this topic, our author subjoms : 
“Without entering into the disputed ques- 
tion, whether such were adopted by the 


“Apostles, we have undoubted evidence that 


they were early introduced into the Chris 
tian church ; and the use of them is as vene- 
rable by its antiquity, as ithas been beneli- 
cial in its results. In the age of miracles, 
and the extraordinary effusions of the Holy 
Spirit, extemporaneous prayers, in the pub- 
lic services of religion, might be exempted 
from the objections which now lie against 
them, and might have superior advantages 
to premeditated forms ; but these arguments 
in their favour cannot now be applied; and 
the altered circumstances of the church 
seem to demand a corresponding variation in 
conducting its services.” 

“If, however, we saw better reason than we 
do to give a preference to extemporancous 
public prayers, one should stilkbe at a loss 


tris pooatelic atten lance on the wors ip of the 
Isynarocue, but. tn imation of Joba's jin- 
<truetions fo hie ft Nlowers, gave a ftorm of 
raver to fis own «Oserples, for, in apite of 


i fall the ereireimm which has hee ” diap'a ed, 


to show that our Lord only tostracted esom 
188 to the meovfier of raver, the plain decla- 
{| rfron of mye al the or ay ‘lists, tiat Jesus 
pChrist saith, “Whee ve pray, say, Our 
|; Fat! ver, dec.’ willsatisiv every man ot pla, 


i} nbi assed teuse, that he taoght them to use 


~ 


j{ these very words. pp las, leo 
1 "The internal constitution, the ce- 
liremonies, and discipline of the 
church, have each ministered the 
pace asion of (he severest) censures, 
and of innumerable secessions, It 
iis sincerely to be hoped, that the 
acrimony dis; Nayed in the eoutro- 
ive rsies whicl Lb have taken }) Hace on 
these points, may never re-animate 
ithe religious writiues, or again em- 
bitter the feelings of Christians.— 
We are happy in bet Ing EXE mpted, 
iby the ec pili istical frame of the 
Epise opal chureb in this country, 
and its independency of all politi- 
cal connexions, and controul, from 
ithe necessity of engaging in those 
vindications, which the different cir- 
cumstances of our trans-Atlantic 
brethren have so frequently called 
for. We shall, ace ordingly, i in the 
first place, accompany our author 
‘in that part of his C+fence of the in- 
ternal government, ceremonies, and 
discipline of His church, which is 
equally applicable to our own. 
Most of the objections, of this 
nature, are built on the assumption, 
that the church, in claiming “ the 
power of decreeing rites and cere- 
monies,” arrogates a right to which 
she has no title; and thus every ex- 
ercise of this power, te nds to cor- 
rupt the primitive simplicity of the 
doctrine and polity of the Christian 
church. . 
But, no community, and least of 

all, the church of God, can subsist 
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without a due and orderly internal) 


government, No denomination at- juboaion - “Let all things be done decently 


land in order’— Let all things be done to 
lie lification’—* Follow after the things that 
jmake for peace, and things wherewith one 
i edify another. -——* Doth not even na- 
| 


* . . r ’ . | 
tempts to dispense with it. This, 
government, from its nature, must| 
necessarily descend into considera-! 


ble detail; and, whatever has been 


a > Loesvmere tt 
‘© ft > » 1 rar rs | Vays ‘% ‘ rn) ‘ 
atts inpte d to the cont y; Agen f wither the churches of God"’—< He that 


have not gone into the detail and applica. 
tion of them. Their instructions are of this 


ture itself teach you ?'—“ If any man seem 
» be contentious, we have no such custom, 


has, and ever must, to a certam OX" tregardeth the dav, regardeth it unto the 


tent, receive its special modifica-| 


le 

. - ' 7 { 
sfr e local, and other pecu- |"! gar i 
tons,irom i loc il, n } : t | , tion to these general prin iples, many mi- 
liar circumstances attaching tothose | 
particular portions of the church} 


over which it is exercised. Either} 


| Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to 


he Lord he doth vot regard it.’ In addi- 


noute and particular directions are given to 


deren in reference to the ovrdaining and 


ouduct of ministers, andthe order of the 


‘Church mm general, all of which are of the 


then, ihe scriptures have delivered | greatest importance, and with which no one, 


a form of government in sufficient! 
detail to meet all the particular and! 


peculiar exigencies of every branch, 
of the church, in every age and na- 
tion, and in an almost endless va-! 
ricty of circumstances; or, a dis 

cretionary power, in this respect 

is vested in the church itself! Bur, 
that such a perfect model, is not 
contained in the scriptures, needs no 
proof. It is hard'y possible, in the 
nature of things, that it should be 
given. thas never been discover- 
ed. No two dissenting churches 
precisely agree in their own senti- 
ments, or practice, on the subject 
of their internal government. The 
same church finds it necessary, at 
diflerent periods, to introduce tre- 
quent variations. Our church, there- 
fore, openly assumes the principle 


on which all others are obliged to! 
act. But she expressly limits the! 


exercise of this power by adding, 
* Ttis not lawful for the charch to 

; : “re 
ordain any thing contrary to God’s 
word written.” 

“We are not, however, to conclude, that 
because uo perfect and unalterable model of 
achurch government is laid down tn the 
New Testament, we are leit entirely to the 
exercise of our own discretion, in what re- 
lates to the discipline of our religion. The 
Estatilished Church, as we have already 
seen, disavows such pretensions. The Apos- 
thes have furnished us with abundant matle- 
rials for the purpose of forming a church 
polity. They give as princip/es, though they 


| sho would form a truly Christian church, 
jwould think himself at liberty to dispense.— 
| out still thevare only materials, which ar> 


to be wrought into the spiritual baildiag, and 
not the temple itself: they furnish invalua- 
ble instructions tothe architect, but not the 
| tan and modelof the work. They provide 
n excellent foundation, but they are insuf- 
icient for the superstructure.” pp. 177, 178. 

| Admitting then, the principle, 
that a discretionary power is left 
with the church, to decree such rites, 
regulations, and ceremonies, as the 
decency of worship, and the order 
and edification of the common bo- 
dy, shall require, the whole inquiry 
may be compressed into this, Are 
the regulations which exist in our 
church conformable to these general 
ends of ecclesiastical government ?* 
In replying to the general charge 

so often reiterated by every denom- 
ination of dissenters, “ that the 
English chureh is net thoroughly 
purified from the corruptions of 
Popery,” our author could hardly 
have better expressed the sentiments 
of his Episcopal brethren on both 
sides of the Atlantic; or more sa- 





tisfactorily explained away the ob- 
jection. 


* The reader will perceive that that part 
of ecclesiastical polity which relates to the 
constitution and order of the ministry, is 
not particularly considered in any part of 
these conversations. It is a subject which 
calls for a distinct, and more detailed ex- 








amination, than a work of this nature world 
admit, 
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No one can be ignorant of this charg» | The apology of our author is in- 


~alle 7 } he angtTy nacsionsoat a &- 8 . 
ne cetanbigg cee tignirne sige a alee aol ~, troduced at lenath, in order to place 
putants, both within ad oat of fre ch wee t ; 
times without number, 2 vi a review of the betore tae American re vder th heals 
controversy, as it was carried on, betwee }, SODINGS of their trans- Atlantic bre- 
one a ) ith avo, migat hum ; : 
me and two center ' erage thren, ona subject, which, to us 
the pride of human dignity, and make us <r : re pee } ' 
ashamed of the Christian mim Line mast), GCPIS es tts chief wmterest from its 
insiguificant aad even relcaloas ports Were” Connexion with their actual cireum- 


’ ' — ) 
discussed with the gravest solcimity, an 
stapeces, 


were magnified to the importanes of first : 
principles and fundamental doctiia ! it zr impossible to say what conseques 
shall therefore, beg leave to dechuc a re. ces wou Pfijow a change in disposing of 


} } } . ‘ 
newal of this combat, and content myselfii{e highest otices ot the church, beear 


with observine, that, since all parties are) Fiat system is: yet untried inp the United 
equally agreed, thot the church, fvom witch 


} P , oa? . iota 1 
> have separated, is antichristian, it is, ary ot Une fiomaa Cathole Church, where all 


Kinedom fi wemav jude from the «tute 


least, as. possible that our objectors may err Mportant stations are filled by the hice) 
as much by defect, as we by exe » in at 4 liv, we shall see but little cause to wish for 


— \ . as rh 
tachment to the forms of that ciarch Phe} 4h alferation im this respect If exalted 
authors of our ritual could have no tempter 


rank and station be at all attached’ te the 
tion to be tenacious of the custoiws and ce. Ptinisters of the Christian religion, whils 
remouies of a community, which treated); 2uman nature continues as itis, the acqgu- 


them with so much injustice? and eruelty 
and surely the fact, that they suffered the | always be bable to abuse, let the power o4 


loss of all things,” from this intolerant aud) 
persecufiag church, is of itseii,a presinptive unt so long as the seeular power ts excluded 


sttrom of toese honors and emoluments will 
‘opferring them be lodeed wherever it may 


proof, that they would select nothing trom from the office of making Christian minis 
its ritual, which they did aot conceive to be ters, aad has no alternative in conferria * 
mainly conducive to the edification of a/|¢Ppiscopacy, but to select from among those 
Christian community. And in nothing have!) Who are already couseerated to the services 
they more strixingly exhidited the Christi mn of the sanctuary, | do not perceive that the 
temper and the cautions prudence of wise | Power 14 more lable to abuse, in the hands 
men, than in not sufering the injustice and|}0! the Crown, than ta those of the Priest 


cruelty of their enemies, to blind them a-|j;heed. However, if any objection be still 


gainst what is intrinsically excellent in their) Made to secular iatluence in the disposal ot 
seligious services. Prejudice and intemper- bishopricks, we reply, that the prin iple has 
ate feeling would have driven them to the }no existence in the Established Church - for 
very extreme, which they are censured for| he appointment is, in fact, at the disposal 
not arriving at, and would have induced | ot the Priesthood, and the recommendation 
them to r ‘ect whatever presented itself) OMly with the Crown, though we all know 
through so obnoxious a channel: buta so- || that this recommendation has the force of a 
ber rezard to the future welfare of the Chris-|;command. With regard to. the inguine, 
tian church, caused them to sift “ the pre-|| Whether the people, rather than the patrons 
cious from the vile ;’ and to admit inte their), Of livings, should not have the appointment 
own system, what they perceived had the! ot ministers, much may be said on tot 
sanction of primitive churches, and was |Sides; but if we are authorised to draw any 
identified with the religious feelings and [conclusion from the instances ia the bistah- 
habits of the people.” pp. IS), 190. Mished ( paren, 2 ig this power is vested 
" ~ som 5 Use}, [to Partshes, nothing can be more decisive 
The concise details upon which ‘apeiant the penneeed aievition. “Thane. sche 
the eonversation now enters, are (have had any thing to do with these popular 
confined, in a great mrast re, to ir lections, can best tcl! us the result: and f 
those features of the English estab-|2CNeve the detul, tie almost every inctones, 
a : o would vo far towards convincing the mas 
lishment which are peculiar to that obstinate advocate of this system, that what 
branch of the Episcopal church. | eeins to he theoretically right, ts procticatiy 
Of these, the most important are, the) rene Whether the nomination of mir 
- . : eos jjters among our dissenting brethren, where 
right to the nomination of bishops the experiment is made ona comparatively 


by the crown; and the appointment | a scale, anid by a more select boly, is 
of pastors 3s ae . |] free trom vexation, Gisappomtment, and an:- 
pastors, and disposal of livings, meulin,:f dad tblei: co acareaen 


by individuals, instead of the people |dectare : for myself, L siiould deprecate that 
among whom they are to officiate. \{4¥ 2s the period whence the dowstall o4 
. 2 our charch must be dated, which intraduecd 








| 


~— — — 
ts ~ 
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the custom for which our opponents con-| 
tend. May my parish never be involved in 
the evils of a contested election of then 
minister! May I never lose the independ- 
ence, which the mode of my appointment to 
the office I sustain in the church, gives me, 
to “ reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all 
long sufering and doctrine.” No powerful 
or capricious leader of a parish party placed 
me in my station; nor can he displace me. 
when he pleases, by influencing a faction of 
his dependents, or withdrawing from me 
the pecuniary support, which is necessary to 
my existence, and therefore indispensable 
to the exercise of my spiritual functions — 
However, [have said enough on this deli- 
eate subject. LT should have felt no tempta- 
tion to touch upon it, had it not been ne- 
cessary to vindicate the custom of our own 
church in the appointment of her ministers 
and in a case, which seems to prescribe no 
limits to theoretical discussion, to show that 
the practice of those, who cavil at our insti- 
tutions, is by no means free from objec 
tions." pp. 186, 187, 188. 

The concluding page of these 
conversations shall supersede any 


further remarks of our own. 

Let the memory of the illustrious dead 
be permitted to throw a veil over human 
infirmity! Grant that the superficial ob- 
server has discovered a few external defects 
in their great achievements, and that the 
keenness of hostile serutiny has brought te 
light some latent errors—yvyet who will ven- 





on Iafant Baptism, &c. 


MARCH, 


bly and church of the first-born in heaven,” 
land are worshipping before the throne ' 
Who can be insensible to the attractions of 
a service, which has been so often chanted 
by the lips of the greatest and best of man- 
kind, the noblest patrons of the cause of hu- 
jmanity and of religion, the highest favour- 
lites of the King of fieaven ? “Our holy and 
beautiful places, where our fathers worship- 
ped,” receive a peculiar lustre trom “ the 
spirits of the just,’ who are so closely asso- 
ciated with them, and who yet seem to speak 
ito us, through the services which they dic- 
tated.” pp. 196, 197. 
—_— 

It gives us pleasure to state, that the fol- 
lowing interesting and valuable Theological 
works are now ina course of publication, 
and re-publication, by 8. Porrer & Co. Phil- 
adelphia : 

Tue Movursrer ComrorreD: consisting 
of select extracts on the death of relatives, 
and friends; with appropriate prayers, by 
J Abercrombie, D. D. pp 430, 8vo. This 
work has already been through a former 
edition, and is generally approved by the 
Christian public. 

Tne Boor or Common Prayrr, an ele- 
gant pocket edition, with engravin ss—3s50 
pp.—price, from 3 to 5 dolls. 

A Treatise on THE Porr’s Surrema- 
cy, by [the justly celebrated} Isaac Barrow, 
D. D. late Master of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, [Eng.] This work has acquired a 
very high reputation; and its re-publication 
in this country is approved and patronized, 


ture to raise the harsh voice of censure,||by the most distinguished divines of the 


when the names of Ridley, Latimer, and 
Craymer, are pronounced? If there is any 
thing in piety and learning, which is enti- 


protestant Episcopal church—pp. 600, Svo-— 
price Sd. 
A Serection oF Sermons; from the un- 





tled to reverence, where did they ever shine |published manuscripts of the late Dr. Samu- 
with greater lustre than in the compilers of|jel Stanhope Smith, late President ot Prince- 
our Articles and Liturgy? If experience, |ton College, N. J. together with an account 
integrity, pradence, and Christian temper|jof his life. Two vols. Svo, 85 50. 
have any claim to our admiration, where|| THe Sermons or tne Rev. Thomas Gis- 
shall we find those qualities in closer union, | BORNE, in two 8vo vols —85 50. This work 
than in the great reformers? If the dying! j|has received the unqualified commendation 
testimony of good men is worthy of the jof the Editors of the Christian Observer, 
highest degree of credit, shall our confidence |and it afiords us unfeigaed pleasure to anti- 
be refused to men who sealed their doctrines |cipate an American edition of it. 
with their blood? If the path, which con-| Memoirs or THe Prorestant Episcopar 
ducted multitudes to everlasting habitations. |Cuurcn, in the United States of America, 
is justly deemed safe, what danger need be,!by the Right Rev. William White, D. D— 
apprehended in a road through which the |474 pp. $3. This work being an authentic 
‘noble army of martyrs” have entered tri- |marration of historical facts, relating to the 
umphantly into glory ? first ‘‘ organization, and subsequent mea- 
** There is something peculiarly satisfac-:|sures” of our chureh, having a copious ap- 
tory and delightful in the feeling that, every| pendix of original papers, and executed by 
time we join in the public services of our ja principal actor in the events it describes, 
religion, we are presenting our petitions in |cannot fail to be highly appreciated by every 
the very language which we know has been inquisitive Episcopalian. 
successful in bringing down blessings in ten — 
thousand instances; that we offer our praise} By R. P.-C. Witttams: Sermons by the 
in anthems, which those delighted to use, |Rev. John Venn ; re-publishing from a Lon- 
who have now joined “ the general assem- |don Edition; 3 v. 8vo. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 
@F TAF AMERICAN COLONIZATION soc 1ETY | 
Since the last annual meeting of 


the Society, the Board of Manag-, 


} 


ers have found it necessary, on se-| 


veral occasions, to communicate to 
the members, and to the public, 
some of the interesting occurrences. 
of the past year, 

The first of these communications 
stated the arrival of the Elizabeth 
on the coast of Africa, and the re- 
ception and situation of the colonists 
on the island of Sherbro, and was 
acco:mpantied with the letters of our 
Avent, and the Agents of the go- 
vernment, filled with the hopes and 
expectations which then flattered 
them. 

The pleasing anticipations ex- 
cited by this intelligence, were soon 
changed to doubts and fears—ru- 
mours of the most distressing ca- 
lamities awakened many anxious 
apprehensions, and the Address of 


the Board in October last, stated | 
the melancholy intelligence then re- |, 


ceived, and the true extent of the 
affliction which, in the unsearchable 
dispensations of Providence, had 
been permitted to occur. 
rival of this inte!lizence placed be- 
fore the Board a subject for its im- 
mediate and most solemn considera- 
tion. ‘They were in the first place 
to determine whether a great and 
beneficent object, the importance of 
which is scarcely questioned, should 
be abandoned as hopeless and im- 
practicable. If a full and fair ex- 


periment decided this point, if the 
effort made had ended in total dis- 
aster, proceeding from causes the 
operation of which they could not 
hereafter controul, or avoid; if no 
reasonable means presented them- 


' 


The ar- |! 





selves for a further prosecution 0 


1 the enterprize; then, whatever might 


be the feelings of the Board, their 
judgment must decree, at least, a 
suspension of their labours. 

The result of their deliberations 

. ry. 

appears in that Address. They la- 
mented, in the death of their agent, 
Mr. Crozer, and in that of Mr. Ba- 


con, and Mr. Bankson, the agents 


of the government, the untimely loss, 
in the midst of their usefulness, of 
men highly qualified for the diffi- 
cult and interesting stations in the 
service of their country, their fellow 
beings, and their God, yy which 
they had fallen. 

The fate of the officer and boat's 
crew of the Cyane, detailed by the 
humane commander of that ship for 
the assistance of the agents, was an 
affecting event, calling for peculiar 
commiseration. ‘To these abun- 
dant causes of sorrow, were to be 
added, the sickness and mortality 
prevailing among the coloured la- 
bourers and colonists, some of the 
most useful and deserving of whom 
became the victims of disease. 
| But the board, in the midst of 
these regrets, could not see, in any 





orall of these circumstances,the total 
failure of their attempt. The sick- 
ness and deaths which had occurred, 
did not prove to them that a fatal 
and inevitable disease rendered that 
part (much less every part) of the 
African coast uninhabitable to stran- 
gers; fur they saw that about 70 out 
of 88 of the coloured people exposed 
to the disease, had survived and re- 
covered ; and many instances of a 
much greater mortality had occurred 
in various places, owing certainly 
to other causes than a pernicious 
peculiarity of climate. ‘They were 
at no loss to conjecture what causes 


' 
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most probably operated in this in-)/made (as they were intended) the 
stance. The unfortunate pertod of means of extending the glory of 
the Elizabeth’s arrival, (it being) his name, and the good of his crea- 
near the commencement of the| tures. Thus they must have be- 
rainv season) was of itself sufficient) lieved, even without that proof 
to excite apprehensions. which Sterra Leone affords, of 
"The want of preparation and ac-) What benevolence thus persevering 
commodation for their reception,| ‘and thus relying, will be permitted 
was another cause. ‘This threw) to achieve. 
tlhe agents into a state of great ex-|| Another difliculty may be suppos- 
posure, fatigue, and anxiety, and the! ed to have inte rrupte d the progress 
early death ot Mr. Crozer left the mot their ente rprize, and demanded 
without medical advice or aid.| the consideration of the Board. The 
This was followed by the immedi-| ind had not been ceded by the na- 
ate sickness and early death of the! tives, and some =nexpec ted delays 
United States’ agents. The co land obstacles were to be encounter- 
loured people, it was fairly suppos-' ed. The Board thought this was to 
ed, must have been there by left ex-||be in some degree accounted for by 
posed to the attacks ah Macnee Wiles the death of the agent, and the con- 
out that advice and authority, care iseqt ent absence of what the natives 








and skill, so necessary to combat i it) 
with success. “Lhe officer and 
sailors of the Cyane were ¢ xposed | 
to the same, and probably (trom | 
their confined situation iu a small) 
boat) to greater dangers, and with |s 
no better means of resistance, | 
The Board knew that settlements) 
had been inade and persisted in,| 


might cousider a sufficient authori- 
ty. sul coll was nothing from 
which to presume thata well se- 
ected territory in that neighbour- 
hood, if not ‘the one alre ‘ady de- 
ienated, was unattainable. 

Much difficulty in obtaining 
lands from people to whom it was of 
little or no value, in exchange for 


and resulted most favourabiy, where)such articles as were most importat 
J? { 


causes such as these could not! 
have operated so powerlully, and!) 
where the first ray aees of disease, 
were fur more destructive. ‘The 
early history of our own country|{ 
furriished such instances: and when 
they looked aloug the Atrican coast,! 
and found that this supposed fatali-| 


land desirable to them, could not 
reasonably be expected. Although 
Jarticles orig ‘inally sent out for this 
purpose might have been insufli- 
cient, and not selected with a prop- 
er knowledge of what was necessary, 
or might have been injudiciously 
applied, yet a small! additional ex- 





ty of chinate had net deterred the! 
guilty votaries of avarice frou form-| 





pense, with more knowledge aud 
care in the application ef it, would 


ing and holding to. this day, their) justify the hope ofa successful issue 


various establishments of iniquity, | 
they could not but believe that simi- 
Jar attempts, undertaken with far 
other views, and in high reliance up- 
on Him whose bidding can re- 
strain “ the pestilerce that walketh 
in darkness, and destruction that 
wasteth at uoon day,” would be! 








to the protracted negociations upon 
this subject. ‘T here was not, there- 
fore, in the opinion of the Board, 
any evidence of the unhealthiness 
of the African coast, or of such im- 
pediments in obtaining lands for a 
settlement, as ordinary care and 
prudence might not be expected to 





hi ‘ 


1821 mas Intelligence» 
overcome. Nor did they find them 
destitute of proper means for) 
The libe 


though ne- 


eclyes 
continuing their efforts. 
ralityv of th patrons, 


ss 
.t 


irily afleeted by the pressure oi] volved noon him, 


*) 
ul 


= aes, had not cease “. 
same impuls 
lence which had called forth the for- 
cents to the labours and dan- 
in which they fell, had awa- 
kened the zeal of others, who offer- 
ed to follow in their path, and gtv: 
themselves to the same cause, Nor 
had they anv reason to believe that 
the strong desires, so earnestly ex- 
pressed by many of the free colour- 
ed pe ople in unis country, to find 
an abode for themselves and thei: 
posterity in the land of their forefa- 
thers, would be so easily overcome 
by the difficulties incident to such 
an enterprise, as to deter them from 
accepting the means of removal. 
With these views the board consi- 
dered it their duty to continue their} 
preparations, and invited the mem- | 


bers of the Society, and the friends! 


mera 


gers 








of the institution, to persevere in 
their efforts. Since the date of that 
address, the arrival of the Cyane| 


has brought them later and more), 
particular iatelligence. ‘The lette rs 
of the Rev. Daniel Coker, (extracts! 
of which appear in the Appendix) 
show the nature of the subsequent), 
occurrences, and the situation and! 
p rospects ot the people. This per-|| 
son, man of colour trom Baltimore, 
had been recommended to the Honed 
as useful, intelligent and pious. 

Mr. Crozer, who had already 
employed him ia negociations of 
iinportance with the native kings 
and chiefs, selected him, during his 
last illness, to take, at his death, the 
charge of the Society’s s property and 
affairs, till another ageut should be 
sent out. A similar trust, as to the 


~American Colonivat: 
ve 


| 
jpagvents 


‘ 


n ecrery 
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reed in’ his hands 
leath of the United States 
In the execution of the 
i difficult duties thus unexpect “ily de- 
lie jus itil 


rnament, 
upon the 


Wiis p! 


‘ 


The | the ec onfide ee re posed i) ay aun a 
es of duty and benevo- | has acted with t! Th 
| tio and propricty. 


‘atest cise it 
op he chiss ‘yy 
pointment i pro: uring the lauds 
contracted for 7 of 
the settlers and labourers, and the 
unwillingness of some among them 
to submit to bis authority, are the 
faults of others, and were bevoud 
his controul., His removal of the 
pe ople from their te INPOPraAry loca- 
tion on Kizzel’s island (to whieh 
they had been compelled to resort, 
from the want of shelter elsewhere) 
to reside on the island of Sherbro, 
his visit and application to the wo- 
vernor of Sierra Leone, aud his per- 
severance in bis claim for the land 
negotiated for, meeet ‘the entire ap- 
probation of the Board. ‘The des- 
pt atches of Capt. Trenchard to the 
roveroment, contain thlormation 
somewhat later than the date of Mr. 
Coker’s letters; and we have read 
bd peculiar interest, the letter of 
Capt. ‘Trenchard, and two official 
reports made to that officer, written 
with great ability and intelligence 
‘by Lieut. Mervine and Dr. Divx. 
These gentlemen had been sent from 
the Cyane to Campelar and Sher- 
‘pro, under orders to ascertain the 
‘condition of the labourers and set- 
‘ters, and to report the nature and 
causes of the sickness and death of 
ithe officer and boat’s crew of that 
frigate, and the mortality that bad 
prevailed among the coloured peo- 
ple. The fatal Operation of the 
causes heretofore supposed? in oc- 
casioning these deaths, are clearly 
ascertained by this investigation. 
Dr. Dix states that “Mr. Townsend 


the «ciscontents 





property and concerns of the 
No. VIL. 


go- 
Vol. Vf.. 





(the midshipman from the Cyane) 
32 
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was taken ill with fever on the 7ti, ded, tdleness, inatiention to cleanti- 
of April, owing to fatigue and ex-| ness, and depression ef mind, with 
posure to the heat of the san. The want of medical attendance and 
Augusta (the schooner purchased nursing.” (To he concluded. ) 

by Mr. Bacon) arrived at ¢ ‘ainpelar — 

on the 10th. Mr. Crozer, agent of! iN SUMMARY. 

the Colonization Society, who was), sierra Leone 

the physician of the colonists, was}, Governor M’Carty has deemed 
taken ill at the same tine with fe-) it expedient, in consequence of the 
ver, and could render no medical) arrival of native troops to be dis- 
assistance. Mr. Baeon was the) banded, and of the continual acces- 
only one among the whites to doilsion of recaptured slaves, to Increase 
any thing for the sick, but his ef-||the number of setthements in the co- 





forts avatled nothing. 


My. ‘Towns.-||!ony. Three of these, Waterloo, 


end died on the 17th, the dey after) Hastings, and Wellington, are on 


Mr. Crozer. From all accounts 1 
appears that most unlortuunt ly My 
I} Gh Was at this time taken fatal 
ly lh Mr Bankson was ul too, 


of the colony. Not one of the; 
black colonists could do any thing | 
for them, while diey were totally | 
unable to assist each other. Mr.! 
Bacon hired a young man to attend 
them, who belonged to Sierra Le-| 
one. ‘Phis man remained on board, | 
and assisted them ull the last one 
died, on the 13th of June. Qur 
men died during the hot and dry 
season, and when the thermometer 
averaged about 84 degrees, which 


and Mr. Coker absent on business) ‘ 
| 


! 


the enasteru side of the Colony, lo- 
i| : 

i} 
if 


rvard the main-land: a= fourth, 
York, is onthe Whale River, which 


\'ows into the Atlantic, north of 


‘ape Shelline. A part of the Fourth 
Vest [ntia Regiment, which arri- 
ved in April 1819, has been settled, 
on being disbanded, near Freetown; 
with the view of enabling the men 
[to support themselves by their la- 
bour in the town. 

On the 3d of February, a few 





jdays after the arrival of Mr, John- 


son, a meeting of the Missionaries 
was held in Freetown. 

The removal of the Christian In- 
stitution from Leicester Mountain 





is seldom exceeded here. The 
place where the schooner lay is very 
seldom visited by a sea breeze, and! 
an occasional tornado, accompanied. 
with rain, is the only essential 
change of air felt. The land on 


both sides, is low and muddy, alter-) 


nately dry and covered with tide 
water, 1a which a thick forest of 
mangrove trees flourishes.” He at-| 
tributes the mortality among the, 
settlers to “the extreme sultry heat 
of the climate, to their confined lo-! 
cal situation, to indulging in eating 
freely of tropical fruits, and parti- 





to Regent’s Town, which had been 
suggested to the Society, and ap- 
proved, was considered by the meet- 
ing to be a measure of great pro- 
mise; and it was accordingly de- 
termined, that it should be carried 
into eflect as soon as practicable. 
David Noah was received as a 
native teacher under the Society ; 
and was placed, as William ‘Tamba 
and Willian Davis have been, in a 
course of preparation for his work. 
‘The Rev. J. G. Wilhelm and Mrs. 
|Wilhelm were appointed to Water- 
‘loo, and Mr, and Mrs. Lisk to Has- 








cularly, to the impurity of the water] tings; and Mr. and Mrs. Beckley 
ofthe place. To these may be ad-/ with Mary Boufiler (who is since 
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dead), took charge of the colonia! 
echools in Freetown; while Han) 
bah Johnson procees ded with her 
brother, to Revents T owh, accor- 
ding to the arrangements the! 


Committee 


ot 


~~ - 


Mr. Nv * inder gives the following 
account of his sitaation and labours 
at Kissey, Sierra Leene :— 

“[ have family-prayers morning, 


and evening, with about 200 adults 


and children; and through the day, 


my tine Is taken up with the ail Airs} 


On the Lord's 
ation of 300! 


the settlement. 


Day there is ac 


of 
yiuerrege 


or more assembled; but mone, ay) 
yet, seem te have ears to hear, 


hearts to understand. ‘The school 
is carried on by Stephen Caulker, 
ind another lad from Rio Pongas. 
We have also an evening and a Sun- 
day school. 

“} have introduced a weekly 
prayer-meeting, on Wednesday eve- 
nings: about a dezen adults attend. 
May God visit us in mercy, and 
hear our prayers!” 

The tollowing extracts from the 
communications of Mr. ‘Taylor, al 
Charlotte, present encouraging 
hopes of his success with his ne- 
groe 3 





ence Saerra 


Jtowns.” 


boys and girls 
or| the dispersion of the children at 
‘Leicester Mountain, and 60° lately 





“ April 17, 1819.—L came to this 
town on the 18th of January, and| 
found it in a very dark state ‘of ig - 


norance and idolatry: but | trust!) 


that, by the blessing of God, there 
will soon be some followers of 
Christ and his Gospel in this place. 
i cannot, however, say much in its 
favour at present; only thatthe peo- 
ple generally appear attentive, and 
some of their country-fashions are 
done away with. We have a day 
and an evening school. In the day 


school there are 44 girls, and 22 
boys; im the evening school, 3] 
men and 12 boys have their names 


- 


rs 5 
devs os 


and 
and 


ly. On Sundays T pray with 
speak to the people three times, 


un pretty well attended. ‘There 
ire about 250 people, old and 
young, under my charee. In the 


morning nearly all attend ; 
about 200: ai 
day, | have 


Mr. 


perhaps 
id almostevery Lord's 

trom other 
cule red On 


\ isitors 


be nner 


ithe charge = the stauion at Leop vata 
“ June IS18, on removing trom the 
Kio i ORL 
In the e rly art of last year, 
lehere was a considerabk accession 


‘of children to the seca’ 40 


bere sent hither on 


liberated froma French slave ves- 
sel. On Sundays, the people were 
repeatedly assembled for public wor- 

ship 5 and, on week-days, morning 
andevening, ‘They were much im- 
proved in their outward demeanour. 
The frequent quarrels and fightings 
which Mr. Renner found when be 
first settled here, had quite subsided 

On Mr. Renner’s removal to 
if'reetown, to officiate for a time as 
chaplain, his negroes would notcon- 
sent to his leaving them, unless 
Mrs. Renner staid with them.— 
‘They thought that she could settle 
all “palavers’ * among them, and 
promise d to behave well. 

The arrival of Mr. Johnson, with 
his companions, at Sierra Leone, 
occasioned great joy to his people 
at Regent’s ‘Town. 

*] waited,” he writes, “ immedi- 
ately on his Exc ellency, who recei- 
ved me with great kindness. Being 
late, | could not go up to Regent's 8 
‘Town that evening; but, the news 
being carried up, a number of the 
people came down in the night, and 








down, but do not all attend reguiar-|' 


many others the next morning. I 
believe that I never in my life did 
‘shake bands so much before as I 
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252 
did that day. On the evening of} 
our landing, a man saw me coming 
on shore and ran immediately up to 
Regent’s Town. Mr. Wilhelm had) 
just concluded the daily evening 
‘service, when the man entered the! 
church; and cried out ¢ All, bear !| 
—all, hear !—Mr. Johnson come !| 


The whole congregation immediate- | 


ly rose: and those that could not 
yet out atthe doors, jumped out at 
the windows. and Mr. Withelm soou} 
found himself alone.” 

On Mr. Jobnson’s re-entering 
Regent’s ‘Town the next day, he 
found abundant cause for the joy 
of the people at his return. Three 
of his black communicants had died 
in the faith during his absence ; but 
he had the happiness to see kneel- 
ine with him at the table of the 
Lord, notwithstanding the man) 
difficulties which had tried them, a 
greater number than had received 
the communion with him on the 
Easter Sunday previous to his de- 
parture. ‘The sum of 31d. had been 
collected during the year for th: 
Church Missionary Society; and, 
on the evening on which Mr. John- 
son wrote, the people contributed 
Jt. 3s. 9d. at their monthly meeting 

Many interesting communica- 
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wicked, 





tions have been received from Mr. 
Jobnson’s converted Negroes, bot! 
during his absence in England, and 
siuce his return to Sierra Leone., 
Our speciinens must be very brief, 
and it must be remembered, that, 
they are written by men but recent- 
ly liberated in a state of barbarism, 
from captured slave-vessels. 

One man wrote thus to Mr. John- 
son :—“ It gives me great pleasure 
to write a few lines to you. [hope 
they will meet you in perfect healtt:.| 
May the Lord bless you and your, 
wife! I trust in God, that he may 
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enable me to remember you, and 
all other friends in England, at the 
Throne of Grace. 

“IT hope you will never forget 


poor benighted African people. Oh, 


pray for us! that we may grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

“T wish to know and serve the 
Lord; but my heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately 
My heart is the great ene- 
my against me: it runs after the 


world very much, and cannot let 


me serve the Lord as L ought. 


When I draw near in prayer. to 


pour out my soul before the Lord, 


then my wicked heart runs after 


worldly things. 

| “Tam full of doubt and unbe- 
lief; but yet L look to the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, because he has said, 
‘They that wait upon the Lord 
ishall renew their strength ;’ there- 
tore I ook to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and hope he may enable me to do 
Iso.” 

Another communicant writes 
thus :—~''l take this opportunity of 
writing these few lines unto you, 
oy dear brother: and I hope God 
nay preserve and keep you, when 
you pass through the mighty deep ; 
and, by the will of God, I hope we 
inay see one another again.” 

“FT thank Almighty God for his 
loving kindness to me. I know the 
Lord is my Saviour and my God. 
{ pray for all the good people who 
are in England, and the Secretary. 
[ hope you may be well in Jesus, 
aud that you may send more mis- 
sionaries to Africa, to preach the 
Gospel to our poor countrymen. 
My Master, please to send me one 
hyn book. My wife ask you how 
you do, Mr, Johnson.” 
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Abstract of the 16th Report of the British |) Uxn ED Nev HMERLANDS — The U. 
and Foreign Bible Society | nited Netherlands’ Bible Society, 
The extent and beneficial nature | putin circulation an excess of 2,500 
of the operations of this society can | copies of the Scriptures above the 
not be better exhibited to our read- issues of any preceding vear. ‘The 
ers, than by giving them a — auxiliaries in’ different districts bad 
ry view of its proceedings in the! very zealously co-operated with the 
vear terminating with its last anni- || principal Society at Amsterdan. 
versury. It is, literally, the patren! Christians of diflerent denomina- 
of all other sinular insututions, on |tions, and even Jews, evinced the 
both continents, Il most eager desire to PUSSCsS the 
Fraver.—The Protestant Bible!|Seriptures. The Forcign Settle. 
Society of Paris had. at the date ofj ments dependent on the Patel 
this report. existed but litth more) crown, both im the East and West, 
than ”~ vear. The fipst report con-| had not been necleeted. At Suri- 
tarasa variety of statements demon-|| nai, especially, the work of distri- 
strative of the progress which the so-) bution had been gomg on very 
ciety had made. Atthe neriod of the) prosperously. Hebrew ‘Pestaments 
first Anniversary, 6000 Testaments!|have been eagerly sought by the 
had just entered the depository, and |Jew s of that colony, © who,” in the 
1500 more, remained to be deliver- language of the report, “exhibit a 
ed; hesides a larce number of co | fesire for the holy volume rarely to 
pies which had been ordered from||be met with in Europe.” 
Switzerland. ‘ Yet,” observes the!) Swarzertanp.—The Protestant 
report, “this quantity will be far) Cantons of Switzerland begin to 
from sufficient, considering the de-| display a laudable zeal in the work 
mands that have been made upon! of disseminating the Bible among 
us, and the engagements which have) their sunple and interesting popu- 
been already contracted.” Many lation, The printing establishment 
auxiliaries had been formed, and, connected with the society at Basle, 
several manifestations of very fa-l|have issued during the year, up- 
vourable sentiments, received from! wards of 6,000 copies in the Ger- 
Catholies of the highest distinction./;man and French. ‘Che Monthly 
His majesty had formally signified! extracts, published by the British 
his approbation of the society ; and'| Society in London, had been regu- 
the Duke de Cazes had testified his larly translated into the German, 
respect for it by subscribing 1,000 and dispersed with good eflect, by 
livres. ‘The zeal for the dissemina-||this Institution. 
tion of the Scriptures, and the wish | At St. Gall, the last edition of 
to peruse them, are not confined to 3,000 copies of the ‘Testament, is 
the Prostestant part of the Frene!h nearly exhausted, and preparations 
population. A Jarge number of were making for printing another 
Catholic Testaments have been is-| edition. 
sued, and dispersed through Catho-!) ‘The Grisons’ Bible Society are 
Jie channels. ‘They haye found ‘diligently engaged in dispersing the 
their way into the hands of adults,| Scriptures in the Romanese, Ger- 
as well as into schools, and in many iuan, and Italian languages. 
instances, attended with the hap-, “Our Bible Associations,” writes 
west effects, ‘the venerable Vice-President of the 
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Bern Bible Society, “maintain their |the systems of a spurious philoso- 
zeal, collect liberal contributions, phy, any ithe effects ofa merely pro- 
and assist us with much prude nce |fane scienc e, which, while it a- 
and discretion, in the dissemination li ounds in criticisma, and glories in 
of the word of God; and we ftre-| philosophic: al learning, loses sight 
que ntly receive from them most af- jot the very essence of religion.” 
tecting intelligence of the blessing} ‘The Bible Socie ty of Hesse Ces: 
which attends their Jabours.” jsel i is in full operation. 

A new and promising Society has| The Society at Hesse Darms- 
been established in the Canton of jtadt, as well as those at Giesser, 
Glarus. land Worims, coutinues to distribute 

The distribution of the Catholic {the seripturcs among a population 
Scriptures in the Cantons adhering | 





siflering from the distressing con- 
to that communion, has been indus-|sequences of the late destractive 
triously and discreesly continued | war. 

by the enlightened ecclesiastics and. | Of the Frankfort Bible Society 
other individuals, whose exertions the most satisfactory accounts have 
in this line, the Society have had been furnished.  Frerm its position 
frequent oceasion to commend. Olas a thoroughfare for travelling 
the Geneva Bible Socie ty the Com-| journeymen and mechanics, and the 
mitice remark, in the words of its! reputation tt has acquired by the 
excellent President, * Our Biblical condescending notice of it on the 
labours proceed well, thanks to) part of the fmperor Alexander, the 
your powe ‘ful support. The trans-) Society at Frankfort has found a- 
lation of the sheets of correspon-! buodant opportunities of diffusing 








dence, is attended with success, and 


appears to have produced great be- 
nelit. 

Germuany.—The Hambro’- Alto- 
na Bible Society has commenced 
printing an edition of Luther's 1 
ble. 

The Bremen Bible Society has 
paid attention to the wants of the 
Catholics ; who have received ‘Tes- 
taments in the version approved by} 
themselves, and many of whom) 
have become inembers of the So- 
ciety, and contributed liberally to- 
wards its funds. 

The Auxiliary Society at Gottin-| 
een has established five associations |) 
in connexion with itself! The Rev. 
Professor Staerdlin, on transmit 
ting a copy of its report, writes; 

aay he word of God is again obtain- 
ing its former authority and influ- 
ence In Germany, triumphing over 


‘far and wide, 
the transmission of them tonto Franee), 


the oracles of God. 
This part of the report, alter no- 
ticing the flourishing cendition of 
the Wurtemburg, and the Eisenach 
Bible Societies, furnishes a part of 
an address of Count Hohenthal, 
Minister of his Saxon Majesty, to 
the Saxon Bible Society, which 
‘concludes thus: “Oh let us , who 
are members of the Bible Society, 
daily read the Bible, with fervent 
prayer to God that he would open 
our understanding, and give us to 
experience in our own hearts, the 
power of his word. ‘The more we 
make ourselves acquainted with the 
‘Scriptures, the more plain will that 
vecome which at first was unintelli- 
gible to us. Let us take care that 
our children acquire a taste for the 
word of Ged; and that by the use 
of the Bible in schools, the volume 
itself be put into the hands of the 








children of the poor ; that the rising 
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eoneration may enter into the world] 
enriched with scriptural ideas, a 
filled with divine trath. T 
the surest wav to improve the con 
dition of mankind.” 


—— 
The mission of Messrs. Parsons 
and Fisk to Asia Minor and Pale 
tine, under the patronage of the A- 
wERICAN Boann, $0 interesting from 
the associations connected with the) 
field of their labours, 1s becoming 
till more so, by the encouraging, 
prospects which appear to be open- 
ing before them. “Chey arrived at 
Sinyrna, after a short stay in Mal- 
ta, ‘on the Ldth d: iy ol f Jann: ry, 
1820. ‘They iinmediately app lied 
themselves to the acquisition of the | 
Modern Greek, ‘Turkish, and other 
Oriental languages. Though con- | 
fined principally to Smyrna, and 
the Island of Scio, for the more ef- 
fectual prosecution of their studies, 
they had found the means of trans- 
lating, and printing in the Gree’, 
hs e evangelic al tracts, and distri-) 
buting them ia several schools wit! 
every prospect of advantage. The 
Greek population of Asia Minor, 
and the fonian islaads, are univer- 
sally Christian in name, and in their! 
pre possessions :—-but alas! our) 
Missionaries have sought almost in| 
vain, for proofs of the transforming g| 
power of their holy religion a-) 
mongst them. Copies of the Serip- 
tures, and even of select portions of, 
then are rarely to be met with ; and_ 
ihe Knowledge of their distinguish-| 
ing doctrines, is ina great measure, 
lost. Their worship is barely tole-, 


its 


Is 


nd} 
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ln 
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rated, by the Turkish government ;| 
and is exercised under embarrass- 
ments, and with some danger, from 
ndividess aud popular 6; pposition. | 
Literature is almost entirely ney- 
lected, except by the Greek Clergy, | 
and individaals of distinction, bot! | 








them from time immemorial, 


lestine—Sandwich Islands Log 
among this, and the Turkish part of 
the population ; and the attainments 

leven of these, especially in biblical 
cireum- 


and religious learning. is 


seribed to the narrowest limits. 
Messrs. Parsons and Fisk had de- 
rived the most animating support 


from the frien: dy co-operation and 
the Rev. Mr. Jowe “tt, 
and other missionaries acting in 
that quarter, under the patronage of 
Koclhsh Societies : and intended, at 
the date of their last communica- 
tion, in November last, to proceed 


assistance ot 


during the winter to Palestine. 


sditatis 

The arrival of the Mission fiumt- 
ly. sent out during the same Au- 
tumn, by the American Board, to 


ithe Sandwich Islands, has late ly 
been ar MOU ed in the Missionary 
‘tterald. ‘the Missionaries e njoy ed 

rood heaith during a voyage of five 
months, and landed on the dist day 
of March, 1820. They found, to 


jthew ereat surprise and joy, that 


the most Important and unexpected 
revolution had taken place, daring 
their voyage, both in the political 
and religious state of the people of 
‘these islands: the ct of which, 
ander the gracious direction 
|| provides ice, had been to abolish 
every vestige of their bloody anc 
idolatrons system of demon wor- 
iship, which had been cherished by 
with 
juniversal, and the profoundest ven- 
eration. ‘This mighty work had 
been entirely accomplished in a 
very few weeks, and without the 
presence or instrumentality of a sin- 
Christian Miss sionaiy ! Our 
Missionaries had, at the date of 
their last letter, on the 23d ef July, 
1820, peacefully setiled themselves 
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jat several stations, on the islands of 


Owliyhee, Mowee, Woahoo, and A- 
toni, ‘all belonging t to the Sandwich 
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croupe. The King of these islands,; New-York, and the number of se- 
who had lately sueceeded to the lect volumes on theological subjects 
government, aflorded them every, either presented to the library, or 
reasonable encouragement and aid, deposited for the use of the students, 
and enrolled himself among the first) considerably exceeds 1,000. In 
of their pupils, for instruction in, Connecticut, a meeting was held on 
letters, and the useful arts. the 27th of November, for the pur- 
——_—— pose of taking measures for endow- 
DOMESTIC SUMMARY, jing a Protessorship. ‘The acting 
At the close of the first term of| committee of the board of trustees 
instruction, in the general ns of the Se minary, were requested to 
pal Seminary, at New-Haven on! open subse riptions for the purpose, 
the 4th of December, Professor and a verv unaoimous disposition 
Turner, reports to the trustees, t! at was manilested zealously to prose- 
fourteen students of theology had} cute the liberal intention. The 
been admitted into the institution) proposed foundation was to assume 
since the 7th of September. Two) the name of the Seabury Professor- 
had been obliged to absent them-|! ship. 
selves on account of ill health. The. a 


Communicated.) 

S he pupils had been chiefly! (( ; “iy ; 
studies of the pupils : The Ladies of A} Saints Church, 
under the direction of the Professor. 'F 


and confined to biblical subjects.: rederick Town, met in October 
eR NE Sa last, and formed themselves into a 
patie i itn neg Pie of dili- Society auxiliary to the Education 
= Seiya: - Society of Maryland and Virginia. 
gent and critical attention. Since! : . : Se 
> aR a wa nap pam rata Chey intend to transmit their mite 
7 » rs , i . a s ~ ‘i 

> ; P it the next annual meeting, reser- 
Brownell to N. Haven, the students |". “ie. : 
soe rg a. ving, however, the privilege of di- 

had enjoyed his instructions m com- . i 
Mig rectng the application of their 


osition, and pulpit eloquence. iv ; 
I ‘ — | funds to the education of any young 
In North Carolina, a very spirit-| : 
man they may think proper to se- 
ed effort has been commenced for ‘meee 
lect for the purpose. 


laying the foundation of a perma- 
ying, the foundation of w perma a 
nent Professorship, Jue sum re-} A subscription is circulating in 
ired for this se is $20,000 
qpares or t is purpose Is S20, . Boston, for the p urpose of raising 
1 he donations have already been so money to establish a printing-press 
liberal as to authorise the expecta- |i, W est Asia, as an appendage to 


dowment will be complete d. The that country i. the American 


most favourable sentiments are well! Board of Commissioners. The es- 
known to exist, towards the object, | timated expense of this establish- 
in S. Carolina, and the most efli-|\ mont is $15,000, one third part of 


cient aid may be safely anticipated | which j is thought to be already se- 
from that State. The ladies have|| -ured. 


opened a subscription for establish-! —— 

ing a prefessorship to be named af-| The Treasurer of the American 
ter their late Bishop, Dehon. Books| Board for Foreign Missions, ac- 
to the amount of $3,000 have been | know ledges the receipt of §1000, 
presented by gentlemen residing in | under an anonymous enclosure. 
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